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First Sunday of Advent

First Sunday of Advent

Today we begin a New Year in the liturgical calendar. This first period
is appropriately called “Advent”. It comes from the Latin word adventus
which simply means ‘coming’. But who’s coming are we talking about?
We are beginning to prepare to remember God coming to be a human
being among us, with us and like us.

Today’s Gospel (Mk 13:33-37) reminds us that Advent is about more
than our preparation for the Church’s celebration of Christ’s birth at
Christmas. Advent is also about preparing ourselves for Christ’s return
in glory at the end of time. Like the disciples and the faithful in Mark’s
community, we must also stay alert and watchful. Our faithfulness to
God, through the good times as well as the difficult times, shows us to be
ready for the coming of the Son of Man.

To be alert and to keep watch are the keywords of this passage from the
Gospel of St. Mark. They are repeated with an almost excessive
insistence: “Be alert and watch!” (v. 33), “he orders the doorkeeper to
stay awake” (v. 34), “so stay awake” (v. 35), “I say to all: stay awake!”
(v. 37).

What does it mean to ‘be alert’? There is a secret to keeping oneself
awake, it is prayer understood as a constant dialogue with the Lord. The
one who does not pray dozes off. He will eventually end up resigned and
will adapt, like unbelievers, to the darkness that envelops the world (Mk
14:37-40).

We can speak of three comings of God.

The first, is when Jesus, the Son of God came to be born in the stable at
Bethlehem. The second is the final coming of Jesus at the end of the
world. And there is still a third kind of coming we need to be aware
of, namely, when God enters our lives every day. Concentrate on today,
on the present hour, the present situation and respond to it in truth and
love and the future will take care of itself. Then we do not have to fear
no matter when Jesus makes His final call.

Advent Wreath

Shape: The circular shape of the wreath, without beginning or end,
symbolizes God's complete and unending love for us—a love that sent
His Son into the world to redeem us from the curse of sin. It also
represents eternal life which becomes ours through faith in Jesus Christ.

Number: The Advent Wreath traditionally holds four candles
(symbolizing: Hope, Peace, Love and Joy), which are lit, one at a time,
on each of the four Sundays of the Advent season. Some Advent wreath
traditions also include a fifth white "Christ" candle, symbolizing purity,
that is lit on Christmas Eve or Christmas day.

Color: Violet is a liturgical color that is used to signify a time of prayer,
penance, and sacrifice and is used during Advent and Lent. Advent, is
also called "little Lent”.
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Diocese of Hamilton
Prayer Calendar 2020

November 30— Rev. Andrew Czarny
December 1 — Rev. Florian Stasinski,
C.R.

December 2 — Discalced Carmelite
Fathers (O.C.D.)

December 3 — Rev. John Redmond
December 4 — Rev. Phillip Cook
December 5 — Very Rev. Lukasz
Kopaniak, S.A.C.

December 6 — Second Sunday of
Advent

Vocations

First Sunday of Advent
November 29, 2020

The season of Advent calls us to be
vigilant in anticipation of the Master’s
return so that we live each day according
to the teachings of Christ. Could God's
"particular task" for you be a call to a
Church vocation? If you think God is
calling you to be a priest, religious or
deacon, contact Fr. Michael King,
Vocation  Director, Diocese  of
Hamilton, 905-528-7988 ext. 2246.

vocations@hamiltondiocese.com
https://hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/

Serra Prayer for the
Perseverance of Vocations

O God, You have constituted Your
only-begotten Son supreme and eternal
Priest for the glory of Your majesty and
the salvation of mankind; grant that
those whom He has chosen ministers
and dispensers of His mysteries may be
found faithful in fulfilling the ministry
that they have received. Amen.
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Memory Awakens Hope
Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger,
Seek That Which Is Above,1986 Advent Prayers: Week One

"Advent is concerned with that very
connection between memory and hope
which is so necessary to man. Advent’s
intention is to awaken the most profound and
basic emotional memory within us, namely,
the memory of the God who became a child. ) :
This is a healing memory; it brings hope. The purpose of the Church’s year is continually to rehearse
her great history of memories, to awaken the heart’s memory so that it can discern the star of hope. It
Is the beautiful task of Advent to awaken in all of us memories of goodness and thus to open
doors of hope."

The Advent Virus

Anonymous via email

WARNING...... WARNING: ADVENT VIRUS

Be on the alert for symptoms of inner Hope, Peace, Joy and Love. The hearts of a great many have already been exposed
to this virus and it is possible that people everywhere could come down with it in epidemic proportions. This could pose
a serious threat to what has, up to now, been a fairly stable condition of conflict in the world.

Some signs and symptoms of The Advent Virus:

. A tendency to think and act spontaneously rather than on fears based on past experiences.
. An unmistakable ability to enjoy each moment.

. A loss of interest in judging other people.

. A loss of interest in interpreting the actions of others.

. A loss of interest in conflict.

. A loss of the ability to worry. (This is a very serious symptom.)

. Frequent, overwhelming episodes of appreciation.

. Contented feelings of connectedness with others and nature.

. Frequent attacks of smiling.

. An increasing tendency to let things happen rather than make them happen.

. An increased susceptibility to the love extended by others as well as the uncontrollable urge to extend it.



Mass Intentions
November 30 — December 6, 2020

Tuesday, December 1, 2020 — 7 p.m.
+Bernard & Antonia Meekes-Rooks —
Annie Baak & Family

Wednesday, December 2, 2020 — 8:30 a.m.
+Ray Zettler — Mary Alice & Bill Zister

Thursday, December 3, 2020 — 8:30 a.m.
Memorial of Saint Francis Xavier, Priest
+Ed Forwell — Betty Jane Forwell

Friday, December 4, 2020 — 8:30 a.m.
+Stanley Bolger — Rouleau Family

Saturday, December 5, 2020

9 a.m. — +Tom Nakluski — Sandra
Nakluski

5 p.m. — +Larry Wismer — Joan Wismer

Sunday, December 6, 2020 — 10 a.m. — Second
Sunday of Advent — Year B
- Parishioners of St. Teresa Parish




First Holy Communion 2020

We would like to congratulate the following children who will receive their
First Holy Communion on:

November 29, 2020 -
Kaitlyn Evans, Mia Nowak,
Eileen Nuhn, Jacob Schippling




First Sunday of Advent

Whoever has God
lacks nothing; God
alone suffices.

St. Teresa of Avila

Welcome Home! — Guidelines to attending Mass
If you haven’t already come to Mass, you will notice
there are a few changes from the usual way in which we
celebrate the Eucharist. Please visit the parish website:
www.stteresakit.ca for more details. You are required
to wear masks/shields, while in the church. We ask that
you follow these guidelines to provide for the well-
being and safety of all. Please also see Bishop Crosby’s
up-dated letter to Parishioners, on our parish
website.

Special Collection — Several Special Collections were
missed during the COVID-19 Shutdown. In order to
assist the beneficiaries of these collections, a Special
Collection will be permitted throughout the Diocese of
Hamilton. At our parish, the Special Collection
Envelope will be distributed this weekend, November
28-29, 2020. Please pick up your envelope from the
Ushers, as you leave the church and drop it in the
collection basket as you leave the church on the
weekend of December 5-6, 2020. This Collection will
include: Share Lent, Pope’s Pastoral Works, Holy Land
(Good Friday), Cura Pastorum Association, Needs of
the Church in Canada and World Mission Sunday. The
funds received from this Special Collection will be
divided according to percentages established by the
results of last year’s Special Collections. We encourage
you to be as generous as possible, to this collection,
which will benefit so many important causes.

St. Teresa Parish Photo Contest AND THE
WINNERIS ..... August Lake Holiday

Thank you to all who submitted photos and took the
time to vote! The voting was extremely close and
we congratulate Sue Weber Bell who submitted the
winning photo. Sue will receive a $50 Gift
Certificate to Golf’s Steak House & Seafood.

November 29, 2020

. *#% Note *** Thank you

HE A}{r ( | ) again toall who have
| participated and donated to
SOU L our One Heart One Soul

~ Campaign. Father wishes to
acknowledge and thank you for your pledge. We have
been sending out thank you notes to all who have made
pledges/donations to the One Heart One Soul
Campaign and would kindly ask that you contact the
Parish Office if you have not received a thank you
within 2 weeks of sending in your pledge, so that we
can investigate further and ensure your
pledge/donation is acknowledged. Thank you.

St. Vincent de Paul - Our Saint Vincent de Paul
Conference is still unable to operate due to COVID 19
restrictions. In the spirit of helping where we can, we
have made a $2000 contribution to the Waterloo Region
Christmas Bureau Program. This donation will be used
by the Food Bank and the House of Friendship to buy
gift cards for people in need in the Waterloo Region. If
you would like to contribute something to this campaign
you can still do so by using your regular Saint Vincent
de Paul envelope and write on the envelope
CHRISTMAS. If you do not have a Saint Vincent de
Paul envelope then just use a plain envelope and write
your name, address and Saint Vincent de Paul
CHRISTMAS. We will use any extra money collected
to top up our contribution. Thank you for your continued
support and prayers!

Prayer Vigil - Thursday, December 3, 2020, from
9:00 am. to 10:00 am.; in front of Freeport
Hospital, 3570 King St. E., Kitchener, for babies being
aborted. All are welcome to pray quietly for those who
have no voice, but our own! Parking - across the road,
Schneider Park. Any queries, please contact Cathy at:
kwc.prayervigil@rogers.com

***Note: We will all observe 2 meters distancing.***

First Holy Communion 2021

Rite of Enrollment
The Rite of Enrollment for those children
who have registered for catechetical classes
will take place on December 6, 2020 at the
10 a.m. Mass
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HEALING MASS - FIRST FRIDAY
December 4, 2020
St. Teresa of Avila Parish, Kitchener

Adoration begins at 6 p.m.
The opportunity for Reconciliation is available.
Mass at 7 p.m.

Please Note: We will adhere to all COVID-19
protocols and guidelines.

The Sisters of the Carmel of Saint Joseph
will pray for you during the
Novena to Infant Jesus,

December 16th to December 25th, 2020
Are you troubled? Do you need spiritual support?
You can participate in the Novena to Infant Jesus.

Send your prayer intention slip with your name and address
to:
Carmel of Saint Joseph
1127 Carmel-Koch Road, R.R. #1
St. Agatha, ON NOB 2L0

Stewardship Report — November 22, 2020
Envelopes .................... $1867.00
$ 92.00
Building and Maintenance ... $ 45.00
All Souls’ Day 35.00
110.15
2020/21 Sunday Missals ..... $ 210.00




