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Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

This week’s Gospel (Mt 25:14-30) speaks of how Jesus’ disciples are to conduct
themselves as they await the Kingdom of Heaven. In the preceding passages and
in last week’s Gospel, Jesus taught that there is no way to predict the coming of
the Kingdom of Heaven. His disciples must, therefore, remain vigilant and ready
to receive the Son of Man at any time.

Jesus’ parable talks about Christian discipleship using economic metaphors.
Before he leaves on a journey, the master entrusts to his servants a different
number of talents, giving to each according to their abilities. A talent is a coin
of great value. Upon the master’s return, he finds that the first and second
servants have doubled their money, and both are rewarded. The third servant,
however, has only preserved what was given to him because he was afraid to
lose the money. He has risked nothing; he did not even deposit the money in a
bank to earn interest. This servant is punished by the master, and his talent is
given to the one who brought the greatest return. Jesus did not intend to give a
moral lesson on honesty and how to invest the money, but rather on the
commitment in putting to good use the treasures that belong to everyone.

The master entrusts his possessions to the most trusted servants. He knows their
abilities, attitudes, competences, and according to these, he establishes how
much to assign to each. This gentleman is clearly Christ who, before leaving
the world, handed over all His goods to His disciples. The master gives no
indication on how to manage the talents, giving a sign of full confidence in the
intelligence, insight, prudence of his servants and respect for their freedom. We
define what these goods are. This is what Jesus has given to His Church: the
Gospel, the message of salvation intended to transform the world and create
a new humanity; His Spirit “who renews the face of the earth” (Ps 104:30),
even Himself in the sacraments; and then His power to heal, to comfort, to
forgive, and to reconcile with God.

This parable teaches that God’s judgement will be based on the service we render
to God and to one another in accordance with the gifts that God has given to us.
Our gifts, or talents, are given to us for the service of others. If we fail to use
these gifts, God’s judgement on us will be severe. On the other hand, if we make
use of these gifts in service to the Kingdom of Heaven, we will be rewarded and
entrusted with even more responsibilities. The central message of the parable is
in the master’s rebuke of the slothful servant: the only unacceptable attitude
is the disengagement; it is the fear of risk. Even to the first two, perhaps not
all the economic transactions went well. However, he is condemned because he
let himself be blocked by fear.

This Gospel reminds us that Christian spirituality is not passive or inactive. Our
life of prayer helps us to discern the gifts that have been given to us by God.
This prayer and discernment ought to lead us to use our gifts in the service of
God and our neighbor. God’s grace allows us to share in the work of serving the
Kingdom of Heaven.

READ: The parable of the talents reveals how a right attitude of the heart gets
rewarded by the Lord. Those with the soundness of soul do not need to fear the
advent of the Day of the Lord and His judgement. PRAY: Pray for the right
attitude of the heart that makes us pleasing to the Lord. ACT: List out three
talents God has given you. Plan out how well you can double them at the service
of God and His people. REFLECT: One might wonder about the justice of
unequal distribution of the talent among the servants. However, it is not what
one receives that counts, but what one does with what he/she has received. The
Master’s delight and offer of reward are the same towards His servants who
doubled their talents. God looks not at the quantity of our offerings, but at
their quality as well as the attitude with which we offer.
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Diocese of Hamilton
Prayer Calendar 2020

November 16 — Rev. Murray
McDermott, C.R.

November 17 — Rev. Sam Restivo,
C.R.

November 18 — Consecrated Men and
‘Women

November 19 — Rev. David Lewis
November 20 — +Rev. Ernest Varosi,
C.R.

November 21 — Rev. Robert Hetu
November 22 — Feast of Christ the
King

Vocations

Thirty-third Sunday in
Ordinary Time
November 15, 2020

What will you say when you meet
God face to face? Better still, what
will God say to you? Will you be able
to answer that you served faithfully?
Can you answer that now? If God is
calling you to the priesthood, contact
Fr. Michael King, Vocation Director,
Diocese of Hamilton at 905-528-7988.

vocations@hamiltondiocese.com
www.hamiltondiocese.com

Prayer for the Perseverance of
Vocations

O God, You have constituted Your
only-begotten Son supreme and
eternal Priest for the glory of Your
majesty and the salvation of mankind:
grant that those whom He has chosen
ministers and dispensers of His
mysteries may be found faithful in
fulfilling the ministry they have
received. Amen.
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St. Teresa of Avila

Whoever has God

i

First Holy Communion 2020

We would like to congratulate
the following children who will
receive their First Holy
Communion on the following
dates:

November 15, 2020 —
William Wiens, Oliver Zenger

November 22, 2020 —
Keian Malley, Mikayla Onn,
Philip Trznadel, Olivia Yamoah

November 29, 2020 —
Kaitlyn Evans, Eileen Nuhn,
Jacob Schippling

Mass Intentions — November 16 — November 22, 2020

Tuesday, November 17,2020 — 7 p.m. —
Memorial of St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Religious
+Connie Dietrich & Camilla Paleczny — Helen Deckert

Wednesday, November 18, 2020 — 8:30 a.m.
+John Diebold — St. Teresa’s Quilting Group

Thursday, November 19, 2020 — 8:30 a.m.
For special graces for Joanna Sadowska & Family — Ewa

Friday, November 20, 2020 — 8:30 a.m.
+Lillian Zister — Mary Alice & Bill Zister

Saturday, November 21, 2020
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
9 a.m. — +Maria Forthuber — Helene Meier
5 p.m. — +Maria Kaminski — Huberte & Sigmund Kaminski

Sunday, November 22, 2020 — 10 a.m. — Our Lord Jesus Christ,
King of the Universe — Year A - Parishioners of St. Teresa Parish
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A Campaign for the Diocese of Hamilton
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Stewardship Report — November 8, 2020
Envelopes $3085.00
$ 194.00
Building and Maintenance $ 75.00
World Mission Sunday 5.00
Needs of Canadian Church
All Souls’ Day
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A Campaign for the Diocese of Hamilton

Progress of One Heart One Soul Campaign

5,826.00
130,000.00 over our goal 135,826.00

130,000.00

110,000.00
Responded

90,000.00

70,000.00
50,000.00 36%

30,000.00

10,000.00

-10,000.00 Campaign # of Participation Pledged
goal Registered 36% amount
Families - 163
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