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Fourth Sunday of Advent

Fourth Sunday of Advent

This Sunday we read the story (Lk 1:26-38) of the angel Gabriel’s
announcement to Mary about the birth of Jesus: **Hail, full of grace! The
Lord is with you." But she was greatly troubled at what was said and
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. Then the angel said to
her, ""Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God.”

On this fourth Sunday of Advent, the liturgy shifts our attention from
John the Baptist to Mary, the mother of Jesus. Both John and Mary serve
as important figures for our reflection during the season of Advent; they
both played instrumental roles in preparing the way for Jesus.

We are familiar with the story of the Annunciation, and it is fitting that
we recall how God announced the birth of Jesus as we make our final
preparations for our celebration of the Incarnation. The angel Gabriel
visited Mary; a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph. Mary greeted
the angel’s news with awe and wonder and asked how it could be possible
that she could give birth to a child. In his reply, the angel Gabriel
announced the seemingly impossible reality: the child to be born would
be conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and would be God’s own
Son. The angel reported to Mary another miracle; her relative Elizabeth
was also pregnant despite having been thought to be unable to have a
child. Mary’s response to the angel, which is called her fiat, is an example
of complete faith and obedience to God.

Mary, already full of God’s grace, was able to cooperate in this great plan
for our salvation. Thus, Jesus was born as one of us, fully human and also
fully divine. This is the mystery we prepare to celebrate at Christmas, the
mystery of the Incarnation. In the model of Mary, we pray that we will
be people of faith who recognize God’s saving plan for us and are able
to respond with obedience.

On this final Sunday of Advent, our Gospel invites us to consider how
our preparations for Christmas have made us more aware of God’s grace
working in our lives. What enabled Mary to say yes to God? Which of
your Advent activities have made you more aware of God’s grace in your
life?
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Diocese of Hamilton
Prayer Calendar 2020

December 21— Rev. Janusz Roginski,
S.A.C.

December 22— Rev. Robert Sims
December 23 — Voluntas Dei Institute
December 24 — Rev. Michael Downey
December 25 — Christmas Day (The
Nativity of the Lord)

December 26 — Rev. Msgr. Martin
Vallely

December 27— Feast of the Holy Family

Vocations

Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 20, 2020

From the angel Gabriel, Mary heard
God’s plan for her life and she said
“Yes!”... and so the Saviour came into
the world. Pray to know God’s Will for
your life, so as to help bring Jesus to our
world. If you think God is calling you to
do this as a priest, religious or deacon,
call Father Michael King, Director of
Vocations, Diocese of Hamilton,
905-528-7988 ext. 2246.

Nativity of the Lord
December 25, 2020

We celebrate the birth of our Lord into
our world; however, many have not
received the birth of our Lord into their
hearts. If Christ lives in your heart and
you would like to help others discover
the Lord, you may be called to be a
priest, religious, or permanent deacon. If
God is calling you, call Father Michael
King, Director of Vocations, Diocese of
Hamilton,  905-528-7988 ext. 2246.

vocations@hamiltondiocese.com
https://hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/
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’ Whoever has God lacks

nothing; God alone suffices

J . iq St. Teresa of Avila.

Mass Intentions
December 21 — December 27, 2020

Tuesday, December 22, 2020 — 7 p.m. —
Group Mass Intentions:
Special Graces for Magdalena Sendecka — Ewa
+Jerome Bastian — Helen Bastian & Family
+lrene Fudger — Helen Bastian & Family

Wednesday, December 23, 2020 — 8:30 a.m.
+Larry Wismer — Joan Wismer

Thursday, December 24, 2020 — No morning Mass

Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord
(Christmas)

Thursday, December 24, 2020- 5 p.m.
For the Gil Family

Friday, December 25, 2020 — 10 a.m.
Parishioners of St. Teresa Parish

Saturday, December 26, 2020
Feast of St. Stephen, The First Martyr

9 a.m. — +Stephen Altman — Family

5 p.m. — +Elaine, George & David Tschirhart —
Pat Wilkins

Sunday, December 27, 2020 — 10 a.m. — Feast of the Holy
Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph — Year B —
50" Anniversary of Hugh & Mary Helen Stroeder
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Stewardship Report — December 13, 2020

Envelopes $3363.00
$ 65.00
Building and Maintenance $ 460.00
Christmas $ 150.00
$ 200.00
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COVID-19 Protocols — We have received further instruction recently from the Diocese of Hamilton. We ask that
you adhere to the following updated guidelines:

*  Reception of Holy Communion Mask Protocol - A mask is worn by both the minister of Holy Communion
and recipient when within two metres (six feet) of one another. The communicant is to wear the mask when
receiving the Sacred Host from the priest or Extraordinary Minister of Communion. After stepping aside (six
feet) they are to remove their mask momentarily to consume the Eucharist. Replacing their mask, they return
to their place. At this time Communion may only be received in the hand.

*  Mask Exemptions - As confirmed by legal counsel, a priest may require that those seeking an exemption
from wearing a mask bring evidence of same, that when seated that they be placed in a designated area, and
that masks be worn in order to receive Communion. The exemption may be provided by a physician or other
medical professional. The designated area for those unable to wear a mask will be the first two pews closest
to the Sanctuary, on your right hand side as you face the tabernacle and altar.




For te us a child is born, to us a son is given.
" (...) Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
‘Everlasting Father,

Prince of Peace.” Is 9:6

The Magic of

Crerzreces

is not in the presents
but in -

74

presence
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A Campaign for the Diocese of Hamilton

Progress of One Heart One Soul
Campaign
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Preparing for Christmas




