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Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord

Friday, January 1, 2021: Solemnity of Mary, the
Holy Mother of God, World Day of Prayer for Peace

Today, as so many in the world celebrate the beginning of a new year,
the Church celebrates the Solemnity of the Mother of God. It is the oldest
of all Marian feasts in our liturgy. It is also a feast uniquely appropriate
to those of us concerned with new beginnings, with new resolutions, and
renewed hopes.

The gospel we have heard today is almost an exact repeat of what was
read at the Dawn Mass on Christmas. It is worth noting that in this gospel
the shepherds, considered among the marginalized, the poor, the outsider,
are those first informed of Christ’s birth, and who first visit the infant
Jesus. In Luke, Mary represents the ideal believer, for she hears the good
news and ponders it in her heart, and fully responds to it. Her heart
becomes the place of discovering Jesus, and who He truly is. Mary’s
entire life, and the Church’s entire life, is centred on that process of
pondering who that child now born to us really is. Mary in contemplating
her son becomes the Church reflecting on the Incarnation. It is this aspect
of Mary’s motherhood that is most important for our new year, a year in
which we continue our own journey of the heart towards God.

Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord

We celebrate today the second of four great manifestations of God in our
midst. The word ‘epiphany’ comes from Greek and it means a ‘showing’
or ‘manifestation’. We call today’s feast the Epiphany of our Lord. The
first of these four manifestations we already celebrated on December 25,
when God revealed, manifested Himself to us in the form of a helpless,
newly-born infant. He is presented as born homeless and in poverty and
surrounded by the poor and outcasts (that is what the shepherds
represented).

In today’s feast, we see the same recently born baby in similar
circumstances but the material and social surroundings are hardly
touched on. The emphasis here, as we shall see, is different. Here are
strangers, foreigners, total outsiders coming to give royal homage to this
tiny child. Who were these “wise men” and where did they come from?
In the Greek text they are called magoi, which is usually rendered in
English as “Magi”. We are not told what their names were or how many
of them there were. Tradition settled on three, presumably because there
were three kinds of gifts. And they were also given names — Caspar,
Balthasar, and Melchior. We are told, too, that they came “from the east”.
This could be Persia, East Syria or Arabia — or indeed any distant place.
We might ask ourselves, what are the stars in my life? The wise men
saw the star and followed it. The people in Jerusalem did not. How and
to what is God calling me at this time? Where does He want me to find
Him, to serve and follow Him?
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Diocese of Hamilton
Prayer Calendar 2021

January 4 — Rev. David Avila
January 5 — Rev. Tony O’Dell, O.M.I.
January 6 — Diocesan Priests

January 7 — Rev. Kiwook Kim
January 8 — Rev. Michal Kruszewski,
C.R.

January 9 — Rev. Krzysztof Szkubera,
C.R.

January 10 — Baptism of the Lord

Vocations

Epiphany of the Lord
January 3, 2021

The Son of God was first manifested to
the world through the visit of the magi.
Today, God's Son is brought into the
world and is present to the world
through His Church.

If you think that God is calling you to
be a priest, religious, or permanent
deacon, call Fr. Michael King, Director
of Vocations, Diocese of Hamilton,
905-528-7988 ext. 2246.

vocations@hamiltondiocese.com
https://hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/

Prayer for the Perseverance of
Vocations

O God, You have constituted Your only-
begotten Son supreme and eternal Priest for
the glory of Your majesty and the salvation
of mankind: grant that those whom He has
chosen ministers and dispensers of His
mysteries may be found faithful in fulfilling
the ministry they have received. Amen.
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Parish Office

Due to the Province-wide lockdown
which came into effect on December
26, 2020, the Parish Office at
44 Teonard St. will be closed until
January 23, 2021.

Mary will be working from home and
therefore, you can continue to reach our

Parish Office at st.teresa@stteresakit.ca
or telephone 519-743-4525.

Mass Intentions
Mass will be celebrated privately for the following intentions:

January 4, 2021 — January 10, 2021

Tuesday, January 5, 2021 — 7:00 p.m.
Group Mass Intentions

Wednesday, January 6, 2021 — 7:00 p.m.
+Vincent Zettel — The Zister Family

Thursday, January 7, 2021 — 7:00 p.m.
Memorial of St. André Bessette

Special Intentions of Monica O’Hagin — Marion
Jagelewski

Friday, January 8, 2021 — 7:00 p.m.
+Greg Diebolt — Sue Weber Bell

Saturday, January 9, 2021

9:00 a.m. — Special Intentions of Marion Jagelewski —
Jean Giles

7:00 p.m. — +David Tschirhart — Marie Miller

Sunday, January 10, 2021— 10:00 a.m. — Feast of the Baptism
of the Lord — Year B — Parishioners of St. Teresa Parish

Live-streaming on Zoom

The Masses will be live-streamed, Tuesday to Friday at 7 p.m.,
Saturday at 9:00 a.m., Saturday Vigil in anticipation of Sunday at
7 p.m., and on Sunday at 10:00 a.m., on Zoom. Join Father by
clicking on the following link: https://zoom.us/j/5887658626
The Password is: 274733 _The Divine Mercy Chaplet will
also be live-streamed, Tuesday to Friday at 3 p.m.
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Pre-Authorized Giving
We’re ACTIVE

For those of you who have signed up for the Pre-
Authorized Giving option for Stewardship here at
St. Teresa Parish, we are please to tell you that we
are now ACTIVE. The first withdrawal will be for
January 2021 and the deductions will continue to
be processed on the 28" day of each month.

We thank you for your patience, in getting this
started. If you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact the Parish Office.

We are very grateful for your contributions and
would encourage those who have not signed up for
this option to prayerfully consider Pre-Authorized
Giving, particularly in these times of uncertainty.

Thank you!

Stewardship Report — December 25, 2020

Envelopes $1463.00

$ 104.25
Building and Maintenance ..... $ 85.00
Christmas $2950.00
2020/21 Sunday Missals $ 25.00
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Home Blessing
Lo the
Feast of the Epiphany

An Epiphany House Blessing 2021

During our liturgy the chalk will be blessed. Using the blessed chalk write above the home’s entrance, 20 + C + M +
B + 21. The letters C, M, B have two meanings. They are the initials of the traditional names of the three magi:
Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar. They also abbreviate the Latin words Christus Mansionem Benedicat, “May
Christ bless the house.” The “+” signs represent the cross and 2021 is the year.

Thank You to all Volunteers! We are so thankful to all the volunteers who helped prepare our church for
Christmas. They decorated the Christmas trees, the nativity scene (inside and outside), decorated around the church
with beautiful flowers and cleaned the church (sacristy, sanctuary, altar, and altar cloths) before Christmas. There has
been so much work done by our volunteers that we don’t see, and may take for granted. | want to thank them for their
dedication and efforts!!!

As we come to the end of 2020, we thank God for the many graces we have received this past year
and pray for God’s blessing upon each day of 2021.

Happy New Year!



