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Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

We come today to the end of the Christmas season. And we have the third
great ‘epiphany’ or showing of God in the human person of Jesus. Jesus
is now an adult, probably about 30 years of age. We are brought to the
banks of the River Jordan somewhere north of Jerusalem where John the
Baptist, a cousin of Jesus, is living out in the desert. In the Eastern Church
this feast is called Theophany because at the baptism of Christ in the
River Jordan God appeared in three persons. The baptism of John was a
sort of sacramental preparatory for the Baptism of Christ. At Christ's
baptism the Holy Spirit descended upon Him; at our Baptism the Trinity
took its abode in our soul. At His baptism Christ was proclaimed the
"Beloved Son" of the Father; at our Baptism we become the adopted sons
and daughters of God. At Christ's baptism the heavens were opened; at
our Baptism heaven was opened to us. At His baptism Jesus prayed; after
our Baptism we must pray to avoid actual sin.

Why baptise Jesus?

We might ask ourselves: Why did Jesus need to be baptised? Most of
those coming to John the Baptist were repentant sinners. Our baptism,
too, is partly to rescue us from the power of sin by being bathed in the
redemptive love of Christ. There are two answers we can give to this
guestion:

a. By being baptised in the River Jordan with all those self-
proclaimed sinners, Jesus shows His total solidarity with us.
“The Word was made flesh and lived among us,” says John’s
gospel.

b. Secondly, something different is happening here beyond an
ordinary baptism. It was at this moment that the Spirit of God in
the visible form of a dove comes down on Jesus. A voice of the
Father, says, “You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on
you.” It is clearly a form of “missioning” for Jesus. We could
call it His ‘Pentecost’ experience. It is a clear endorsement from
His Father for the work that Jesus is about to begin.

Reflecting on our own baptism: today we have an opportunity to reflect
on our own baptism. It is not something which happened a long time ago
and which “made” us Catholics. It is not just a ceremony lasting a few
minutes which produces magical effects; it is the beginning of a lifelong
journey. It is the beginning of a process of growing into the Body of
Christ as its members. So let us today renew our faith in and our

commitment to follow Jesus.
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January 10, 2021

Diocese of Hamilton
Prayer Calendar 2021

January 11 — Rev. Henryk Krajewski,
C.R.

January 12 — Rev. Lajos Angyal
January 13 — Sisters of St. John the
Baptist (C.S.J.B.)

January 14 — Rev. Joseph Durkacz
January 15 — Rev. Emmanuel Azike,
O.P.

January 16 — Rev. Thomas
Manninezhath, C.M.I.

January 17 — Second Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Vocations

Feast of the
Baptism of the Lord
January 10, 2021

As John the Baptist introduced the
people of his time to Jesus “a voice from
heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the
Beloved, with whom | am well
pleased.”” Perhaps God is calling you to
do the same in our time as a priest,
deacon, or religious. If God is calling
you, call Fr. Michael King, Director of
Vocations, Diocese of Hamilton,
905-528-7988 ext. 2246.

vocations@hamiltondiocese.com
https://hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/

Prayer for the
Perseverance of VVocations

O God, You have constituted Your only-
begotten Son supreme and eternal Priest for
the glory of Your majesty and the salvation
of mankind: grant that those whom He has
chosen ministers and dispensers of His
mysteries may be found faithful in fulfilling
the ministry they have received. Amen.
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Parish Office

Due to the Province-wide lockdown
which came into effect on December
26, 2020, the Parish Office at
44 Teonard St. will be closed until
January 23, 2021.

Mary will be working from home and
therefore, you can continue to reach our

Parish Office at st.teresa@stteresakit.ca
or telephone 519-743-4525.

WE ARE
HIRING! Q
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Mass Intentions
Mass will be celebrated privately for the following intentions:

January 11, 2021 — January 17, 2021

Tuesday, January 12, 2021 — 7:00 p.m.
Memorial of Saint Marguerite Bourgeoys

Wednesday, January 13, 2021 — 7:00 p.m.
+Vincent Zettel — Joan Schmidt

Thursday, January 14, 2021 — 7:00 p.m.
+Ray Alviano — Sue’s Calorie Club

Friday, January 15, 2021 — 7:00 p.m.
+Lincoln Snyder — Ann Snyder & Family

Saturday, January 16, 2021

9:00 a.m. — Special Intentions of Larry O’Hagin —
Marion Jagelewski

7:00 p.m. — +Matthew Karges — Marie Miller

Sunday, January 17, 2021 10:00 a.m. — Second Sunday in
Ordinary Time — Year B — Parishioners of St. Teresa Parish

Live-streaming on Zoom

The Masses will be live-streamed, Tuesday to Friday at 7 p.m.,
Saturday at 9:00 a.m., Saturday Vigil in anticipation of Sunday at
7 p.m., and on Sunday at 10:00 a.m., on Zoom. Join Father by
clicking on the following link: https://zoom.us/j/5887658626
The Password is: 274733 The Divine Mercy Chaplet will
also be live-streamed, Tuesday to Friday at 3 p.m.
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Pre-Authorized Giving
We’re ACTIVE

For those of you who have signed up for the Pre-
Authorized Giving option for Stewardship here at
St. Teresa Parish, we are please to tell you that we
are now ACTIVE. The first withdrawal will be for
January 2021 and the deductions will continue to
be processed on the 28" day of each month.

We thank you for your patience, in getting this
started. If you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact the Parish Office.

We are very grateful for your contributions and
would encourage those who have not signed up for
this option to prayerfully consider Pre-Authorized
Giving, particularly in these times of uncertainty.

Thank you!

Stewardship Report — December 31, 2020

Envelopes $ 630.00
Christmas $ 885.00
2020/21 Sunday Missals

Stewardship Report — January 5, 2021

Envelopes
Mary, Mother of God
Initial Offering
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