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First Sunday of Lent

First Sunday of Lent

We have now entered the great season of Lent. For those of us who are
old enough to remember, Lent in the past was not, in some respects, a
time we looked forward to. Fasting and abstinence, not to mention other
forms of penance, were in force and it was a serious business. Easter was
looked forward to with real anticipation. Our attitudes toward Lent tended
to be on the gloomy and negative side. Perhaps nowadays we have gone
to the other extreme where Lent hardly means anything at all. “’You mean
Lent has started already? Really, | had no idea! Easter will be on top of
us before we know where we are and I haven’t bought a thing!”

The gospel of today’s (Mk 1:12-15) Mass features the temptations of
Jesus in the desert. It clearly links with the Lenten themes of fasting,
penance and reconciliation with God and with our brothers and sisters.
Note that Jesus is led into the desert by the Spirit of God. The purpose
clearly is not to lead Him to do evil but as a testing of His fitness for
His coming mission. Will He fail like our First Parents or like the
Israelites of old? Or will he prove Himself worthy of the mission He has
been given?

The Gospels of Matthew and Luke explain that Jesus fasted while in the
desert, that Satan presented Him with three temptations, and that Jesus
refused each one, quoting Scripture.

The fact that Jesus spent 40 days in the desert is significant. This recalls
the 40 years that the Israelites wandered in the desert after being led from
slavery in Egypt. The prophet Elijah also journeyed in the desert for 40
days and nights, making his way to Horeb, the mountain of God, where
he was also attended to by an angel of the Lord. Remembering the
significance of these events, we also set aside 40 days for the season of
Lent.

Lent Exercises!

Please join us for different spiritual exercises at our parish: Dedicate
ONE HOUR or half an hour for prayer in front of the Blessed Sacrament.
Participate in Stations of the Cross each Friday - 7:00 p.m. Read each
day a short passage from the Bible. Choosing one of these commitments
will help you to have a deep, powerful and unforgettable Lent! It’s not
what you give up... It’s what you want to give!
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Diocese of Hamilton
Prayer Calendar 2021

February 22— Rev. Marian Gil, O.M.I.
February 23— Rev. Brendan McGrath
February 24 — Society of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus (S.J.C.)

February 25 — Rev. Jason Kuntz
February 26 — Rev. Romelito Guillen
February 27 — Rev. Grayson Hope
February 28— Second Sunday of Lent

Vocations

First Sunday of Lent
February 21, 2021

Lent: the springtime of the soul...is a
time to make a new covenant with
God, and develop new signs of our
relationship with our Creator. Go
into your own desert and discover
what God is asking of you. If you
think God could be calling you to be
a priest, religious, or permanent
deacon, call Most Reverend Wayne
Lobsinger, VG, EV, Auxiliary Bishop &
Vocations Director, Diocese of Hamilton
at (905) 528-7988 x2222

vocations@hamiltondiocese.com
https://hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/

Prayer for the Perseverance of
Vocations

O God, You have constituted Your
only-begotten Son supreme and
eternal Priest for the glory of Your
majesty and the salvation of mankind:
grant that those whom He has chosen
ministers and dispensers of His
mysteries may be found faithful in
fulfilling the ministry they have
received. Amen.
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Church is Open for Mass and Prayer

The church opened, once again, for the Public celebration
of the Mass, on Ash Wednesday, February 17, 2021 and
we have now resumed our usual Mass schedule. Please
refer to the bulletin for any changes.

You are also invited to visit Jesus, in the Most Blessed
Sacrament, Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. in the
Narthex. The Adoration Chapel remains closed. Please
take advantage of this wonderful opportunity to come and
spend some time with the Lord! Jesus is waiting for you!

Confession

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is being
offered, once again, at the usual times, in the
Adoration Chapel.

Tuesday to Friday — 30 minutes prior to Mass

Saturday — 30 minutes prior to the 9 a.m. Mass
and at 4:15-5:45 p.m.

Note: due to renovations, location changes may
be necessary and will be posted.

Mass Intentions
February 22, 2021 — February 28, 2021

Tuesday, February 23, 2021 — 7:00 p.m.
+Albert Luft - CWL

Wednesday, February 24, 2021 — 8:30 a.m.

Special Intentions of Rita Jagelewski — Marion Jagelewski

Thursday, February 25 — 8:30 a.m.

Special Intentions of Mary Helen & Hugh Stroeder (50" Anniversary) — Mary Alice & Bill Zister

Friday, February 26, 2021 — 8:30 a.m.

Special Intentions of Elizabeth Heydel-Quintanilla — Ken & Betty

7:00 p.m. — Stations of the Cross

Saturday, February 27, 2021
9:00 a.m. — +Cecile Musselman — Sue’s Calorie Club
5:00 p.m. — 80" Birthday Blessings for Mary Ellen

Nolan — Frances Tessaro & Tim Helm

Sunday, February 28, 2021- 10:00 a.m. — Second Sunday of Lent — Year B — Parishioners of St.

Teresa Parish

Live-streaming on Zoom

The Sunday Mass, at 10 a.m. will be live-streamed on Zoom. If you are not attending this Mass, and
you wish to join Father online, please click on the following link:
https://zoom.us/j/5887658626 The Password is: 274733

Daily Readings:
Lectors may find daily readings at this link: https://readings.livingwithchrist.ca
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As we are still in a time of pandemic, the office guidelines when we opened in July 2020,
will still be in effect. We have included them here below to assist you when planning a
visit to the Parish Office.
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Pre-Authorized Giving

Pre-Authorized Giving is now available for
our parishioners. A digital copy of the form
may be found on our website under Bulletins
for 2021. Simply print the form and complete
it. For those unable to print the digital copy,
please contact the Parish Office. This brochure
will hopefully answer any questions you may
have about this exciting new option for
Stewardship, here at St. Teresa Parish.

Completed forms can be returned to the Parish
Office via the slot in the Parish Office door or
can be mailed to: St Teresa of Avila Parish, 44
Leonard St., Kitchener, ON N2H 6C8

We are very grateful for your contributions
and would encourage those who have not
signed up for this option to prayerfully
consider Pre-Authorized Giving, particularly
in these times of uncertainty.

Thank you!

Stewardship Report — February16, 2021

Envelopes $1275.00
Initial Offering 10.00
Building Fund

Seminary Education

2020/21 Sunday Missal
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