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Fourth Sunday of Lent

Fourth Sunday of Lent

The fourth Sunday of Lent is sometimes called Laetare Sunday. Laetare
is a Latin word that means “rejoice.” Traditionally, Sundays are named
after the first word of the liturgy’s opening antiphon. On this Sunday, the
antiphon is taken from the book of the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 66:10-11).
Even as we observe our Lenten sacrifices, we rejoice in anticipation of
the joy that will be ours at Easter.

Today’s Gospel reading is taken from John’s Gospel (J 3:14-21). It
consists of two parts. The first part is the final sentence of Jesus’ reply to
Nicodemus, the Pharisee who approached Jesus at night: “Jesus said to
Nicodemus: “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may
have eternal life.” Nicodemus acknowledged Jesus as someone who had
come from God and seemed to want to be a follower of Jesus. Jesus
greeted Nicodemus with the observation that one must be born from
above to see the Kingdom of God. The dialogue between Jesus and
Nicodemus that followed was about the meaning of this phrase. Jesus’
mission isn’t about condemning people but saving them. Jesus reveals
God’s love so that people can accept it and be saved by it. Those who
deny that Jesus is from God can’t be saved because they’ve chosen
darkness rather than the light.

The second part of today’s Gospel is a theological reflection on Jesus’
words to Nicodemus. Jesus is the light that has come into the world, but
people preferred the darkness. We wish to keep our sins hidden, even
from God. Jesus has come into the world to reveal our sins so that they
may be forgiven. This is the Good News; it is the reason for our rejoicing
in this season of Lent and throughout our lives.
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Diocese of Hamilton
Prayer Calendar 2021

March 15 — Rev. Msgr. lvan Vuksic
March 16 — Rev. Jerek Scherber, L.C.
March 17 — Lay Parish Ministers
March 18 — Rev. Louis DeVaugelas,
L.C.

March 19 — Rev. Pierre Caouette, L.C.
March 20 — Rev. Issac Tharayil, C.M.I.
March 21 — Fifth Sunday of Lent

Vocations

Fourth Sunday of Lent
March 14, 2021

St. Paul reminds us that we are
"created in Christ Jesus for good
works". If you think God's plan for
you could be to be a priest, religious,
or permanent deacon, call Most
Reverend Wayne Lobsinger, VG, EV,
Auxiliary Bishop & Vocations Director,
Diocese of Hamilton at (905) 528-7988
X2222.

vocations@hamiltondiocese.com
https://hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/

Serra Prayer for Vocations

O God, Who wills not the death of a
sinner, but rather that he be converted
and live, grant we beseech You, through
the intercession of the Blessed Mary
ever Virgin, Saint Joseph her spouse,
Saint Junipero Serra, and all the saints,
an increase of labourers for Your
Church, fellow labourers with Christ to
spend and consume themselves for
souls, through the same Jesus Christ,
Your Son, Who lives and reigns with
You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, One
God forever and ever.

Amen.
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Take Up
Your Cross

DEVOTIONS FOR LENT

Mass Intentions
March 15, 2021 — March 21, 2021

Tuesday, March 16, 2021 — 7:00 p.m.
Group Mass Intentions

Wednesday, March 17, 2021 — 8:30 a.m.
Special Intentions of Mila Navaleza — Magie &
Marlowe

Thursday, March 18 — 8:30 a.m.
+Bill Bernhardt — Bill & Mary Alice Zister

Friday, March 19, 2021 — Solemnity of St. Joseph,
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary

8:30 a.m. — Intentions of Bill & Joyce
Stankiewicz — Bill & Mary Alice Zister

7:00 p.m. —Stations of the Cross

Saturday, March 20, 2021
9:00 a.m. — +Franz Novak — Helene Meier
5:00 p.m. — +Joe Zister — Mary Alice & Bill Zister

Sunday, March 21, 2021- 10:00 a.m. — Fifth Sunday
of Lent — Year B — Parishioners of St. Teresa
Parish

Live-streaming on Zoom
The Sunday Mass, at 10 a.m. will be live-streamed
on Zoom. If you are not attending this Mass, and
you wish to join Father online, please click on the
following link:
https://zoom.us/j/5887658626
The Password is: 274733

Daily Readings:
Lectors may find daily readings at this link:
https://readings.livingwithchrist.ca

@ DIOCESE or HAMILTON
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Thank you! Thank you!
Thank you!

Thank you to Bill Zister for making
and installing the oak shelf by the
Sacristy which was made out of one
of the old pews that had been
removed from the church. The shelf
is a work of art! Great job, Bill!

Thank you to all those who replaced
the light bulbs in the church. We are
awaiting the arrival of some bulbs
from the manufacturers and then the
work will continue. Let there be
light!

A special thank you to Bill Tucker,
Bill Zister and our Facilities
Manager, Jacques Pigeau for their
hard work in the choir loft. There
was an existing opening from the

choir loft to the Narthex, which was
a major safety concern. To provide
a secure and safe area and to assist
in preventing children from falling
through this existing opening to the
Narthex, they extended the flooring
to the exterior wall. Thank you Bill,
Bill and Jack for providing a safe
place for all!

Stewardship Report
March 7, 2021

Envelopes $3294.00

Initial Offering ............$ 10.00
Building Fund ................ $ 380.00
Seminary Education ........$ 25.00
Share Lent

Easter
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A Prayer to
St. Foseph

for Protection
in Times of
Tribulation



https://www.maryvale.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/2021-March-Novena-to-St.-Joseph.pdf?swcfpc=1
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html

Chosen By God

Witnessing God at Work

Our country knows a lot about elections. Each
year, we’re bombarded with candidates telling
us why they would be the best choice for our
vote. There’s a lot of self-promotion, but not a
lot of testimony, at least not in the way the
Church thinks of being elected.

In the Bible, we hear many stories of God
choosing a person or even an entire people.
The Israelites were God’s “chosen people.”
David, the shepherd, was chosen by God to be
king of God’s people. The angel Gabriel
brought Mary the news that she had found
favor with God and had been chosen to be the
mother of God’s Son. And of course, Jesus is
called the Messiah, the “chosen one” of God.

It is God who
chooses. God takes the
initiative and claims a
person or a people as
his own. Yet God’s
choice is always wit-
nessed by another. God’s choice is witnessed
by the Church, God’s own people. We know
whom God has chosen because we can see
God’s influence clearly in that person’s life.
In that person, we see God at work.

Election begins with God and is witnessed
by the Church. To be elected means to be cho-
sen by God to be the way God wants to act in
the world now. It is one way God continues to
be present in our world, and it is how the
Church continues to proclaim God’s faithful
presence to his people today.

This step is called election because the
acceptance made by the Church is
founded on the election by God, in
whose name the Church acts. (RCIA 119) When their months and

TeamRCIA.com

Chosen for Baptism

‘When an adult seeks to be baptized, the
Church is always looking for signs in that per-
son’s life of God at work. Here are some signs
we look for: Does the person listen to God’s
word and respond to it? Have they changed
their way of life to match the way of life pre-
sented in the Gospel? Do they pray with the
Church and do the things the Church does? Do
they live a spirit of charity in their family and
work life? Have they learned to sacrifice them-
selves for the good of others? When we see
these signs in the person’s life, we can affirm
that God has chosen them to be baptized.

This discernment, testimony, and election
are formally ritualized in the Church’s ancient
Rite of Election. This
rite is the turning point
for those who are seek-
ing to be baptized. It is

years of preparation
take the final turn because the Church recog-
nizes that God has chosen them to be baptized
at the next Easter Vigil. This rite, which takes
place at the beginning of Lent, propels them
and the Church into the final preparations for
the great Easter celebration. After they cele-
brate the Rite of Election, the catechumen’s
baptismal preparation is less like catechesis
and more like a retreat. It’s a bit like the time
before a couple’s wedding when their concern
is less about getting to know their soon-to-be
spouse and more about preparing themselves
to make this lifelong commitment.

The Rite of Election has several important
symbols and actions that help to communicate
the importance of this moment in the life of the
Church. Let’s look at some of these symbols.
If you get to participate in your diocese’s Rite
of Election, watch for them.

(continued on next page)

Easter Vigil
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Testimony of the Church

Before the Rite of Election, a parish decides who among their
catechumens have shown the signs of readiness for baptism.
These catechumens are then asked to choose one or two god-
parents who will be their lifelong companions in the Christian
faith. These godparents go to the Cathedral with their catechu-
mens for the Rite of Election. There, the godparents testify and
swear before the Bishop that they have seen God at work in the
lives of their companions and therefore they are ready to be
initiated into the Church. The Church assembly affirms the
godparents’ testimony, and the Bishop, on behalf of the
Church, accepts the godparents’ witness.

Enrolling One’s Name

The Bishop then asks the catechumens if they are ready to ac-
cept God’s election of them as verified by the Church. If they
are, they are then to give the Church their names.

Your name is very important. God has called each person
by name, and the Catechism of the Catholic Church says “the
name is the icon of the person” (2158). Your name is sacred.
When you give your name, you are giving your life. Those
deemed ready to celebrate baptism are asked to give their life
to God by giving their name to the Church for enrollment in the
list of God’s chosen ones. These names are inscribed into a
book called the Book of the Elect. Sometimes, the godparents
will also put their name in the Book of Elect next to their com-
panion’s name as a kind of “surety” or endorsement. These
names and books are presented at the Rite of Election.

Act of Election

Having received the catechumens’ names, the Bishop makes a
powerful proclamation: “I now declare you to be members of
the elect, to be initiated into the sacred mysteries at the next
Easter Vigil.” This Act of Election officially gives the catechu-
mens a new name. From then until their baptism at Easter, they
will be known as the Elect. They are the ones of whom we
speak before Communion: “Happy are those who are called to
his supper.” The Elect are those called by God to be his own, to
be washed in the waters of baptism, anointed by the Spirit in
confirmation, and nourished by Christ in the Eucharist.

Handing Over to the Godparents

This is a very subtle but important part of the Rite. The Bishop
asks the godparents to place their hands on the shoulders of
their Elect. This gesture shows that the Elect are now in their
care. The Bishop tells the godparents that they are to support
them by their love and example, especially during these final
days before Easter. As their first act of care for them, the
Church prays for the Elect in intercessions and a final prayer.

ter the election, [the entire community] should

rround the elect with prayer, so that the entire
hurch will accompany and lead them to encounter
hrist. (RCIA 121).

Rite of Election or Enrollment of Names

Gathering Rites
Gathering song

Sign of the Cross and Greeting
Opening Prayer

Liturgy of the Word

(usually taken from the First Sunday of Lent)
First Reading

Psalm

Second Reading

Gospel Reading

Homily

Christian Initiation of Adults: Rite of Election

Presentation of the Catechumens
Aftirmation by the Godparents (testimony)
Affirmation by the Assembly (testimony)
Invitation and Enrollment of Names

Act of Admission or Election
Intercessions for the Elect

Prayer over the Elect

Dismissal of the Elect

Liturgy of the Eucharist (optional)
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