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Third Sunday of Lent

Third Sunday of Lent

In today’s Gospel (J 2:13-25) we read about how Jesus overturned
the tables of the merchants and the moneychangers in the Temple at
Jerusalem. In order to understand the relevance of Jesus’ action, we
must learn more about the activities that were going on in the temple
area. Worship at the Temple in Jerusalem included animal sacrifice,
and merchants sold animals to worshipers. Moneychangers
exchanged Roman coins, which bore the image of the Roman
emperor, for the temple coins that were needed to pay the temple tax.
Entering the temple, Jesus discovered how deceiving appearances can
be. While the place appeared to fulfill its function, closer inspection
revealed that it had forgotten its purpose. The trappings were still in
place but the place had no heart for its raison to exist. It had been
taken over by buyers and sellers, consumers and marketers who knew
how to fill the pews and meet the capital campaign goals. The ways
of the world invade the Church gradually, subtly, never
intentionally, always in service of the Church and its mission. Soon
the Church is full of cattle and sheep and turtledoves and money
changers!

Jesus is angry because the Jews have desecrated His Father’s house
(v. 16). When the first temple was dedicated to God, the builder, King
Solomon, called it “an exalted temple for [him], a place for God’s
dwelling forever” (1 Kgs 8:13). At that dedication, “the glory of the
LORD filled the temple” (1 Kgs 8:11). God isn’t confined to the
temple, but the temple is a special place where He would meet men.
In this house men would come to worship Him, and sacrifices were
offered to Him. This house was built to display His glory. But the
sounds of confession have been replaced with the sounds of
commerce. Gone are silent prayers to God. They have been
exchanged for the angry chorus of men haggling over the price of bulls
and sheep. The cooing of doves and the stink of manure now occupy
the place that used to be reserved for men to humble themselves and
worship God. Jesus levels a charge, but the charge is not unethical
practices. They have twisted the purpose of the temple. Jesus is
denouncing impure worship. The holiness and gravity of worship
have been lost. People have forgotten why they come to the temple
in the first place.
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Diocese of Hamilton
Prayer Calendar 2021

March 8— Rev. Joe S. Selvanayagam
March 9— Rev. Stephen Gilbert

March 10 — Sisters of St. Joseph of
Cluny (S.J.C.)

March 11 — Rev. Marko Puljic, O.F.M.
March 12 — Rev. Robert Kavelj,
O.F.M.

March 13 — Rev. llija Petkovic

March 14 —

Vocations
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Jesus cleaned out the temple of money
changers. He was angry; He was
zealous; He spoke with authority. He
was doing what He had to do, even
though it involved risk, danger, insult
and wonder. Such is a religious vocation
in the Church. If you think God might be
calling you to be a priest, religious, or
permanent deacon, call Most Reverend
Wayne Lobsinger, VG, EV, Auxiliary
Bishop & Vocations Director, Diocese
of Hamilton at (905) 528-7988 x2222.

vocations@hamiltondiocese.com
https://hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/

Prayer for the Perseverance of
Vocations

O God, You have constituted Your
only-begotten Son supreme and
eternal Priest for the glory of Your
majesty and the salvation of mankind:
grant that those whom He has chosen
ministers and dispensers of His
mysteries may be found faithful in
fulfilling the ministry they have
received. Amen.
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Mass Intentions
March 8, 2021 — March 14, 2021

Tuesday, March 9, 2021 — 7:00 p.m.
+Clare Schmidt — Mary Alice & Bill Zister

Wednesday, March 10, 2021 — 8:30 a.m.
Intentions of Rosa Artinger — Mary Alice & Bill
Zister

Thursday, March 11 — 8:30 a.m.
Intentions of Joanne Nolan & Family — Mary
Alice & Bill Zister & Family

Friday, March 12, 2021 —
8:30 a.m. -
7:00 p.m. —Stations of the Cross

Saturday, March 13, 2021

9:00 a.m. — Special Intentions of Cathy
Hesch — Marion Jagelewski

5:00 p.m. — +Carl & Fran Hergott — Barb
Hergott

Sunday, March 14, 2021-10:00 a.m. — Fourth
Sunday of Lent (Lactare Sunday) — Year B —
Parishioners of St. Teresa Parish

T k U Live-streaming on Zoom

a e p The Sunday Mass, at 10 a.m. will be live-

Y Cl. streamed on Zoom. If you are not attending this
Olll' OSS Mass, and you wish to join Father online, please
DEVOTIONS FOR LENT click on the following link:

https://zoom.us/j/5887658626 The Password
is: 274733

Daily Readings:
Lectors may find daily readings at this link:
https://readings.livingwithchrist.ca

@ DIOCESE or HAMILTON
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E6”lectures..
catholicexperience

at St. Jerome's University

‘%’ Online Pre-registration for Kindergarten is Open:

It’s Time to Sign Up for School!!

It’s time to sign up for the 2021-22 school year — and registering to attend one of Waterloo Region’s 43 Catholic
elementary schools has never been easier.

¢ Children born in 2017 are eligible for Year 1 Kindergarten (JK).
¢ Children born in 2016 are eligible for Year 2 Kindergarten (SK).

Parents can access the Online Pre-Registration form by clicking on the Register for School link on the WCDSB
Homepage and then choosing Kindergarten Registration.

Further questions can be directed to Mary Lavigne, Administrative Assistant, St. Teresa School, 519-743-2131.
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Stewardship Report — February 28, 2021

Envelopes $ 1393.00
$ 302.00

Initial Offering

Building Fund

Mary, Mother of God

February Pre-Authroized Giving
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A Year of St. Joseph

Prayer to &t. Josegph

Remember, O St. Josgph,
loving and powerful
proteetor,
that aceording to the
tegstimony
of gour faithful sgrvant, great
St. Teresa,

A P ray e I' tO no ong wh?oisg’g'slg degvoted

Has segen his petition
regjected.
Filled with confidence and
hopge
I comg to you, worthy Spouse
of Mary Immaculate.
Po not closeg your gars to my

fO r P I' O t e C ti O n gou who t?zar\?g ftr)’,z glorious

titlg
l n T 1 m e S O f butégiia??o%s?% Jlf;fﬁf ’and
Tribulation |

HAmen.

St. Foseph
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Soul-nourishing Practices for Lent

Fast from busyness.

Take a slow walk around a neighborhood park or other
natural place. Listen to the sounds around you — of nature, of
people, of slence — and let your soul find rest in the moment.

Fast from emotional exhaustion.

When feeling a soul-draining emotfion, such as resentment,
hurt, anger, or fear, give yourself fime and space to let it rise and
then subside. Don't judge, bury, orignore it, but let it play itself
out before choosing a way to respond.

Fast from negativity.

Pay attention to fimes when you find yourself indulging
in skepticism or sarcasm, cynicism or contempt. Make a
conscious effort to turn your thoughts around to something
positive, hopeful, and life-enhancing.

Fast from verbal violence.

Lock for ways to replaced hurtful words with
healing ones. Be mindful of abstaining from television
shows, films, books, articles, and other forms of media
that are filled with hateful, judgmental, or cruel words,
images, and actions.

“This, rather, is the fasting that | wish: releasing those
bound unjustly, untying the thongs of the yoke;
Setting free the cppressed, breaking every yoke:
Sharing your bread with the hungry, sheltenng
the oppressed and the homeless; Clothing the
naked when you see them, and not fuming your
back on your own."

~ Isaigh 58:6-7




