St. Teresa of Avila Parish

Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate
44 Leonard St., Kitchener, Ontario, N2H 6C8 Phone: 519-743-4525
E-mail: st.teresa(@stteresakit.ca www.stteresakit.ca

Second Sunday of Easter (Sunday of Divine Mercy)

.
——



mailto:st.teresa@stteresakit.ca
http://www.stteresakit.ca/

Second Sunday of Easter (Sunday of Divine Mercy)

Divine Mercy Sunday

On this, the first Sunday after the celebration of Easter, the emphasis
is on faith in the presence and power of the living Jesus in our midst.
This Risen Jesus now lives on in the community which believes in
Him. It is endowed with the same powers that Jesus had during His
life here on earth. “So many signs and wonders were worked
among the people at the hands of the apostles that the sick were
even taken out into the streets and laid on beds and sleeping mats
in the hope that at least the shadow of Peter might fall across some
of them as he went past.”

The Gospel, brings us back to an earlier stage when the disciples have
not yet come to the full realization that Jesus, whom they saw
crucified, dead and buried, is now alive, that He is risen. He breathed
on them, saying: “Receive the Holy Spirit.” The very empowering
authority of Jesus is transferred to them: “Whose sins you shall
forgive... whose sins you shall retain...” When they act together in
the name of Jesus, they have His authority. And, above all, their task
is to “forgive sin”, that is, to bring about a deep reconciliation between
people and God and among people themselves, to make all one in Him.

But the story is not yet finished. Thomas, “one of the Twelve,” was
not there on that Easter Sunday. He stands for the sceptic in all of us.
“Unless I see with my own eyes ... I will not believe.” The following
Sunday — the Sunday we are celebrating today, Thomas is directly
addressed. “Put your finger here; look at my hands. Put your hand in
my side. Don’t doubt any longer but believe.” There follows the
greatest confession of faith in all of the gospels: “My Lord and my
God!” Thomas had been invited to touch the wounds but he does not
seem to have done so. And his cry of recognition is not based only on
the evidence of his senses. He does not say, “Jesus, it’s you!” but “My
Lord and my God!”
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Diocese of Hamilton
Prayer Calendar 2021

April 12 — Rev. Francisco Sordo

April 13 — Very Rev. Wojciech Kuzma
April 14 — Permanent Deacons

April 15 — Rev. James McSharry

April 16 — Rev. Francis Hubilla

April 17 — Rev. Joseph Okoko, i.v.Dei.
April 18 —

Vocations

Second Sunday of Easter
(Sunday of Divine Mercy)
April 11, 2021

Easter! Resurrection and new life; a new
life shared from an earthen tomb. This
has been the meaning of life for
Christian people for two thousand years.
There is nothing more secure, nothing
more lasting. Come and share the thrill
of proclaiming this truth through your
life as a priest, religious or deacon. Call
Most Reverend Wayne Lobsinger, VG,
EV, Auxiliary Bishop & Vocations
Director, Diocese of Hamilton at
(905) 528-7988 x2222.

vocations@hamiltondiocese.com
https://hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/

Serra Prayer for VVocations

O God, Who wills not the death of a
sinner, but rather that he be converted
and live, grant we beseech You, through
the intercession of the Blessed Mary
ever Virgin, Saint Joseph her spouse,
Saint Junipero Serra, and all the saints,
an increase of labourers for Your
Church, fellow labourers with Christ to
spend and consume themselves for
souls, through the same Jesus Christ,
Your Son, Who lives and reigns with
You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, One
God forever and ever.

Amen.
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fi”lectures..
catholicexperience

at St. Jerome’s University

Mass Intentions
April 12, 2021 — April 18, 2021

Tuesday, April 13, 2021 — 7:00 p.m.
+Brian MacNeil — Magie

Wednesday, April 14, 2021 — 8:30 a.m.

Thursday, April 15, 2021 —8:30 a.m.
+Ralph Poechman — Ann Snyder & Family

Friday, April 16, 2021 — 8:30 a.m.

Saturday, April 17, 2021 -

9:00 a.m. — Intentions of Marcelle Fausto —
Magie

5:00 p.m. — Special Intentions of
Dabrowska-Miciula Family

Sunday, April 18, 2021 — 10:00 a.m. — Third
Sunday of Easter — Year B — Parishioners of St.
Teresa Parish

Live-streaming on Zoom

The Sunday Mass, at 10 a.m. will be live-streamed
on Zoom. If you are not attending this Mass, and
you wish to join Father online, please click on the
following link:
https://zoom.us/|/5887658626
The Password is: 274733

Daily Readings:
Lectors may find daily readings at this link:
https://readings.livingwithchrist.ca

Baptism
This weekend, through the Sacrament of
Baptism, we welcome:
Jackson Gregory Saucier
Willow Mae Saucier
son and daughter of
Devon and Chantalle Saucier
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Prager to ot. Josgph

Remegmber, O &t. Josgph,
loving and powerful protector,
that according to the testimony

of your faithful sgrvant, great St.
Teresa,
no ong who is trulg devoted to gou
tas sgen his petition rejected.
Filled with confidgnce and hope
I comg to gou, worthy Spousge
of Mary Immaculate.
o not closg ygour gars to my
prager,
ygou who havg the glorious titlg
of father of Jesus,
but graciously hear and intgregde
for me.
Amen.

Stewardship Report
April 4, 2021

Envelopes $1320.00
$ 183.95

Initial Offering $ 400.00

Building Fund ................$ 45.00

Pope’s Pastoral Works .....$  5.00

Share Lent $ 115.00

Easter $3271.00

Needs of the Church in the Holy Land

(Good Friday)

Flowers
$ 221.50
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Feast of the Divine Mercy

Jesus asked St. Faustina that the Feast of the [Ny W0 W J0) Y Y M[0): (NN INEI M|
Divine Mercy be preceded by a Novena to the

Divine Mercy which would begin on Good
Friday. Jesus gave St. Faustina an intention to
pray for on each day of the Novena. For instance,
on the last day, Jesus asked her to pray for
Tukewarm and indifferent', of whom He said:
"These souls cause Me more suffering than any
others;...' The last hope of salvation for them is to
flee to My Mercy."

Those who sincerely say

§ JESUS, ITRUST INYOU

] a will find comfort in all their anxieties
f{ and fears. There is nothing more man
£ " needs than DIVINE MERCY -
( \' S that love which is benevolent, which

'y . ‘! ‘ ) is compassionate, which raises man

' above his wealness to the infinite
heights to the holiness of God.”

. . -Pope §T.JOHNPAULII -
In her diary, St. Faustina noted that Jesus told her: , CRACOW, POLAND ONJUNE 7, 1997

"On each day of the Novena you will bring to My
heart a different group of souls and you will
immerse them in this ocean of My mercy ... On
each day you will beg My Father, on the strength
of My passion, for the graces for these souls."

Let all mankind recognize My unfathomable mercy.
1t is a sign for the end times; after it will come the day
of justice. While there is still time, let them have
recourse to the fount of My mercy; let them profit
from the Blood and Water which gushed forth for APOSTLE And POPE

S VN NEREY o S
: TN %W GRivreye:
m Maria Faustyna Kowalska (born Helena Kowalska; 25 August
o ' 1905 — 5 October 1938), also known as Faustina, was a Polish
Roman Catholic nun and mystic. Her apparitions of Jesus

Christ inspired the Roman Catholic devotion to the Divine
Mercy and earned her the title of "Secretary of Divine Mercy".

Throughout her life, Faustina reported having visions of Jesus
and conversations with Him, which she noted in her diary, later
published as The Diary of Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska:
Divine Mercy in My Soul. Her biography, submitted to the
Congregation for the Causes of Saints, quoted some of the
. conversations with Jesus regarding the Divine Mercy devotion.

At the age of 20 years, she joined a convent in Warsaw. She
was later transferred to Plock and then to Vilnius, where she
met Father Michal Sopoc¢ko, who was to be her Confessor and
who supported her devotion to the Divine Mercy. With this
priest's help, Sister Faustina commissioned an artist to paint the
first Divine Mercy image, based on her vision of Jesus. Father
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Sopocko celebrated Mass in the presence of this painting on the Second Sunday of Easter or (as
established by Pope John Paul IT), Divine Mercy Sunday. She died on October 5, 1938 at the aged of
33.

The Roman Catholic Church canonized Kowalska as a saint on 30 April 2000. The mystic is classified
in the liturgy as a virgin and is venerated within the Church as the "Apostle of Divine Mercy".

The Divine Mercy Message and Devotion

The message of The Divine Mercy is simple. It is that God loves us — all
of us. And, He wants us to recognize that His mercy is greater than our
sins, so that we will call upon Him with trust, receive His mercy, and let it
flow through us to others. Thus, all will come to share His joy.

The Divine Mercy message is one we can call to mind simply by
remembering ABC:

A - Ask for His Mercy. God wants us to approach Him in prayer constantly,
repenting of our sins and asking Him to pour His mercy out upon us and
upon the whole world.

B - Be merciful. God wants us to receive His mercy and let it flow through
us to others. He wants us to extend love and forgiveness to others just as
He does to us.

C - Completely trust in Jesus. God wants us to know that all the graces of
His mercy can only be received by our trust. The more we open the door
of our hearts and lives to Him with trust, the more we can receive.

— ~

The Mission of St. Faustina Jesus, I trust in You

The mission of St. Faustina was recorded in her Diary which she kept at the specific request of the
Lord Jesus and her Confessors.

Task One
Reminding the world of the truth of our faith revealed in the Holy Scripture about the merciful love
of God toward every human being.

Task Two

Entreating God's mercy for the whole world and particularly for sinners, among others through the
practice of new forms of devotion to the Divine Mercy presented by the Lord Jesus, such as: the
veneration of the image of the Divine Mercy with the inscription: "Jesus, I Trust in You," the Feast
of the Divine Mercy celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter, Chaplet to the Divine Mercy and
Prayer at the Hour of Mercy (3:00 p.m.). The Lord Jesus attached great promises to the above forms
of devotion, provided one entrusted one's life to God and practiced active love of one's neighbour.

Task Three

The third task in Sr. Mary Faustina's mission consists in initiating the apostolic movement of the Divine
Mercy which undertakes the task of proclaiming and entreating God's mercy for the world and strives for
Christian perfection, following the precepts laid down by the Blessed Sr. Mary Faustina.
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Extraordinary Graces

What graces are available and how do we receive them?

In her Diary, St. Faustina records a special promise given to
her by Jesus. He told her to communicate it to the whole
world: My daughter, tell the whole world about My
inconceivable mercy. I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a
refuge and shelter for all souls, and especially for poor sinners.
I pour out a whole ocean of graces upon those souls who
approach the fount of My mercy (699).

In three places in her Diary, St. Faustina records our Lord's

O soul. Whoever you promises of specific, extraordinary graces: I want to grant a
complete pardon to the souls that will go to Confession and

may be in this world, " { receive Holy Communion on the Feast of My mercy (1109).

even if your sins were as black as night,
d f G d Whoever approaches the Fountain of Life on this day will be
0 not tear God,

granted complete forgiveness of sins and punishment (300).

weak child that you are, for gl‘eat IS the
power of God's mercy.

Diary of St Faustina, 16 To receive these graces, the only condition is to receive Holy

The soul that will go to Confession and receive Holy
Communion will obtain complete forgiveness of sins and
punishment (699).

Communion worthily on Divine Mercy Sunday (or the Vigil
celebration) by making a good confession beforehand and staying in the state of grace and trusting in His
Divine Mercy.

By these conditions, our Lord is emphasizing the value of Confession and Holy Communion as miracles of
mercy. The Eucharist is Jesus, Himself, the Living God, longing to pour Himself as Mercy into our hearts.

In addition, our Lord says through St. Faustina that we are to perform acts of mercy:
"Yes, the first Sunday after Easter is the Feast of Mercy, but there must also be acts of mercy" (742).

"The graces of My mercy are drawn by means of one vessel only, and that is trust. The more a soul trusts,
the more it will receive" (1578).

The worthy reception of the Eucharist on Divine Mercy Sunday is sufficient to obtain the extraordinary
graces promised by Jesus. A plenary indulgence, obtained by fulfilling the usual conditions, also is
available.


https://www.thedivinemercy.org/celebrate/greatgrace/faqanswers10

