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Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (Sunday of the Word of God)

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
(Sunday of the Word of God)

Today we begin a continuous reading of Mark’s Gospel that will carry
us through this segment of the liturgical season of Ordinary Time. The
Gospel of Mark does not begin with a narrative about Jesus’ birth.
Instead, Mark begins by reporting on the preaching of John the Baptist.
John is described as the voice in the wilderness sent to prepare the way
of the Lord. Immediately after describing the work of John the Baptist,
Mark reports on Jesus’ baptism and His temptation in the desert. Jesus’
public ministry begins after the arrest of John the Baptist.

In contrast to last week’s Gospel, in Mark’s Gospel Jesus takes the
initiative in calling His first disciples. It was more typical of first-century
rabbinical schools for students to seek out rabbis, asking to be their
disciples. In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus breaks with this tradition and
invites His disciples to learn from Him. Jesus is said to have first called
four fishermen—Simon, Andrew, James, and John. Simon and Andrew
are brothers. Jesus promises that He will make them “fishers of men.”
James and John are also brothers. Mark does not report Jesus' words of
invitation to them, but he does report that they left their fishing
immediately; their father, Zebedee, was left behind in the boat. The
Kingdom of God is here and now. The time of fulfillment is at hand. How
might our lives be different if we more fully shared this sense of the
immediacy of God’s kingdom?

Family Connection

Gather as a family and talk about circumstances in which you have had
to “drop everything” (the call to pick up a sick child from school, the cry
of a hurt or angry child). How did you feel about having to change your
plans in each of these situations?

Today’s Gospel describes how Jesus called His first disciples and the
immediacy with which these men dropped everything to follow Him.
These fishermen put aside their nets so that they can follow Jesus and
teach others about God. They choose to change their lives and walk, in
faith. Today’s Gospel shows how all believers are called to a new way of
life, a life of faith.

00 Why does Jesus want His followers to change their ways?
[0 What does it mean to be fishers of people?
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Diocese of Hamilton
Prayer Calendar 2021

January 25 — Rev. Lawrence Parent
January 26 — Rev. Pawel Stankiewicz
January 27 — Carmelites of Mary
Immaculate (C.M.1.)

January 28 — Rev. Ronald Voisin
January 29 — Rev. Meskel Abib Aibu,
O.F.M.

January 30 — Rev. Miro Grubisic,
O.F.M.

January 31 — Fourth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Vocations

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
January 24, 2021

The call of the disciples is so familiar to
us that we tend to miss the wonder of the
disciples’ response, which was
immediate and complete; they leave
everything and follow Jesus. Can we do
less if we feel that God is calling us to
the priesthood, religious life or
diaconate? If you think God is calling
you to a Church vocation, call
Most Reverend Wayne Lobsinger, VG,
EV, Auxiliary Bishop & Vocations
Director, Diocese of Hamilton at
(905) 528-7988 x2222

vocations@hamiltondiocese.com
https://hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/

Prayer for Vocations

God, the source of creation and love,
You invite each of us to serve You
through the life which is Your gift. May
your grace encourage men and women
to heights of holiness through service to
the Church as priests, sisters, brothers
and lay ministers. Make me an
instrument to encourage others to give
themselves and challenge me to do the
same. Amen.
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Parish Office

Due to the Province-wide lockdown
which came into effect on December 26,
2020, the Parish Office at 44 Leonard St.
will be closed until February 11, 2021.

Mary will be working from home and
therefore, you can continue to reach our
Parish Office at st.teresa@stteresakit.ca
or telephone 519-743-4525.

Mass Intentions

Mass will be celebrated privately for the following intentions:

January 25, 2021 — January 31, 2021

Tuesday, January 26, 2021 — 7:00 p.m.
Memorial of Saints Timothy and Titus, Bishops
+Don Williams — Williams Family

Wednesday, January 27, 2021 — 7:00 p.m.
+John Novak — Helene Meier

Thursday, January 28, 2021 — 7:00 p.m.
Memorial of Saint Thomas Aquinas, Priest and Doctor of the
Church

Special Intentions of Joseph O’Hagin — Marion
Jagelewski

Friday, January 29, 2021 — 7:00 p.m.
+Bernard Tenbult — Ann & Michael Onn

Saturday, January 30, 2021

9:00 a.m. — For conversion for Katherine, Anna and
Elizabeth - Mom

7:00 p.m. —+Tom Hennebry — Dan & Pat Weiler

Sunday, January 31, 2021— 10:00 a.m. — Fourth Sunday in
Ordinary Time — Year B — Parishioners of St. Teresa Parish

Live-streaming on Zoom
The Masses will be live-streamed, Tuesday to Friday at 7 p.m.,
Saturday at 9:00 a.m., Saturday Vigil in anticipation of Sunday at
7 p.m., and on Sunday at 10:00 a.m., on Zoom. Join Father by
clicking on the following link: https://zoom.us/j/5887658626
The Password is: 274733 The Divine Mercy Chaplet will
also be live-streamed, Tuesday to Friday at 3 p.m.
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A Campaign for the Diocese of Hamilton
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QUALITY o INCLUSIVE « FAITH-BASED ¢ EDUCATION

Online Pre-registration for Kindergarten is Open:
It’s Time to Sign Up for School!!

It’s time to sign up for the 2021-22 school year — and registering to attend one of Waterloo Region’s 43
Catholic elementary schools has never been easier.

. Children born in 2017 are eligible for Year 1 Kindergarten (JK).
. Children born in 2016 are eligible for Year 2 Kindergarten (SK).

Parents can access the Online Pre-Registration form by clicking on the Register for School link on the
WCDSB Homepage and then choosing Kindergarten Registration.

To finalize your child's registration, please contact your local Catholic school directly, for individual
registration dates and times.

The Waterloo Catholic District School Board, representing more than 96,000 Catholic school supporters,
operates 48 schools and five adult education facilities serving more than 40,000 elementary, secondary and
continuing education students in Waterloo Region — continuing a 185-year tradition of quality, inclusive,
faith-based education. Follow us on Twitter: @ WCDSBNewswire — #\/WCDSBAwesome.

Further questions can be directed to Mary Lavigne, Administrative Assistant, St. Teresa School,
519-743-2131.
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Pre-Authorized Giving
We’re ACTIVE

For those of you who have signed up for the Pre-
Authorized Giving option for Stewardship here
at St. Teresa Parish, we are please to tell you that
we are now ACTIVE. The first withdrawal will
be for January 2021 and the deductions will
continue to be processed on the 28th day of each
month.

We thank you for your patience, in getting this
started. If you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact the Parish Office.

We are very grateful for your contributions and
would encourage those who have not signed up
for this option to prayerfully consider Pre-
Authorized Giving, particularly in these times of
uncertainty.

Thank you!

Stewardship Report — January 19, 2021

Envelopes $ 1809.00
Mary, Mother of God § 137.00
Initial Offering

Building Fund $ 195.00
Christmas
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