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First Sunday of Advent

First Sunday of Advent

Today we begin a New Year in the liturgical calendar. This first period
is appropriately called “Advent”. It comes from the Latin word
adventus which simply means ‘coming’. But who’s coming are we
talking about? We are beginning to prepare to remember God coming
to be a human being among us, with us and like us.

We can speak of three comings of God.

The first, is when Jesus, the Son of God came to be born in the stable
at Bethlehem. The second is the final coming of Jesus at the end
of the world. And there is still a third kind of coming we need to
be aware of, namely, when God enters our lives every day.
Concentrate on today, on the present hour, the present situation and
respond to it in truth and love and the future will take care of itself.
Then we do not have to fear no matter when Jesus makes His final
call.

Today's Gospel (Luke 21:25-28,34-36) is taken from the last chapter
before the passion narrative in which Jesus is teaching in the Temple.
We hear Jesus speak to His disciples about the need for vigilance and
prayer as they wait for the coming of the Son of Man in glory.

Advent is also about preparing ourselves for Christ’s return in glory
at the end of time. Like the disciples and the faithful in Luke’s Gospel,
we must also stay alert and watchful. To be alert and to keep watch
are the keywords of this passage: “Be alert at all times, praying that
you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take
place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

What does it mean to ‘be alert’? There is a secret to keeping oneself
awake, it is prayer understood as a constant dialogue with the Lord.
The one who does not pray dozes off. He will eventually end up
resigned and will adapt, like unbelievers, to the darkness that envelops
the world (Mk 14:37-40).

Advent Wreath

Shape: The circular shape of the wreath, without beginning or
end, symbolizes God's complete and unending love for us—a love
that sent His Son into the world to redeem us from the curse of sin.
It also represents eternal life which becomes ours through faith in
Jesus Christ.

Number: The Advent Wreath traditionally holds four candles
(symbolizing: Hope, Peace, Love and Joy), which are lit, one at a
time, on each of the four Sundays of the Advent season. Some
Advent wreath traditions also include a fifth white "Christ" candle,
symbolizing purity, that is lit on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day.
Colour: Violet is a liturgical color that is used to signify a time of
prayer, penance, and sacrifice and is used during Advent and Lent.
Advent, is also called "little Lent”.

“Truth suffers, but never dies.”
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Diocese of Hamilton
Prayer Calendar 2021

November 29 — Rev. Tony O’Dell, O.M.1.
November 30 — Rev. Kiwook Kim
December 1 — Discalced Carmelite Fathers
(0.C.D)

December 2 — Rev. Henryk Krajewski, C.R.
December 3 — Rev. Krzysztof Szkubera,
C.R.

December 4 — Rev. Michal Kruszewski,
C.R.

December 5 — Second Sunday of Advent

Vocations

First Sunday of Advent
November 28, 2021

"Be on guard so that your hearts are not
weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and the worries of this life."
Are worldly cares dragging you down? Be
a follower of the Master. If God is calling
you to be a priest, religious or deacon,
contact Bishop Wayne Lobsinger, Director
of Vocations and Priestly Formation,
Diocese of Hamilton, (905-528-7988).

vocations@hamiltondiocese.com
https://hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/

Serra Prayer for Vocations

O God, Who wills not the death of a sinner,

but rather that he be converted and live,
grant we beseech You, through the
intercession of the Blessed Mary ever
Virgin, Saint Joseph her spouse, Saint
Junipero Serra, and all the saints, an
increase of labourers for Your church,
fellow labourers with Christ to spend and
consume themselves for souls, through the
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and
reigns with You in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, One God forever and ever. Amen.
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Mass Intentions
November 29, 2021 — December 5, 2021

Tuesday, November 30, 2021 — 7:00 p.m.
Feast of Saint Andrew, Apostle
Living and Deceased Members of the CWL — CWL

Wednesday, December 1, 2021 — 8:30 a.m.
+ Sister Anne Rektor — Moser Family

Thursday, December 2, 2021 — 8:30 a.m.
Holy Souls — Moser Family

Friday, December 3, 2021 — 8:30 a.m.
Memorial of Saint Francis Xavier, Priest
+ Zofia Czyzak — Krystyna Krolak

Saturday, December 4, 2021 —
9:00 a.m. — Holy Souls — Moser Family
5:00 p.m. — + Ludwig Ceh — Theresa Ceh &
Family

Sunday, December 5, 2021 — 10:00 a.m. —
Second Sunday of Advent —Year C — Parishioners
of St. Teresa Parish

HEALING MASS - FIRST FRIDAY

December 3, 2021
Adoration begins at 6 p.m.
Confession will be available.
Mass at 7 p.m.

The Immaculate Conception Novena

This Novena will take place in our parish from
November 29" — December 7%, following each Mass.
The Feast of the Immaculate Conception is an important
day for us to reflect on Mary’s life. It is vital to strive to
imitate Mary as the ideal example of the Christian life
lived for God. This Novena will give us the opportunity
to ask Mary to give each of us the grace to imitate her
profound love of God. Please join us for this special
spiritual journey.
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CATHOLIC GIFTS SHOP
This Sunday! November 28, 2021
(after the 10 a.m. Mass)

Come to the Parish Hall and take advantage of
this wonderful opportunity to browse or
purchase that perfect gift or religious article you
have been looking for!

Rosaries, Bibles and Other Religious
Articles will be available.

Stewardship Report November 21, 2021

Envelopes .........ccocevvevreene.$ 1545.00
LOO0SE .ocvvvveviieiiieiiineeiieee. 3 70.00
Building and Maintenance $ 100.00
All Souls’ Day..........cccccevveeeeee.. $20.00
Funeral $ 150.00

Prager to St. Josgph

Remember, O 8t. Josgph,
loving and powgrful proteetor,
that aceording to the tgstimony

of your faithful sgrvant,

great St. Teresa,
no ong who is truly
devoted to gou
Has sgen his petition rejected.
Filled with confidgneg and hope
I ecomg to you, worthy dpouse
of Mary Immaculatg.
®o not closg your gars
to my prayer,
gou who havg the glorious titlg
of father of Jesus,
but graciously hear
and intgregde for me.

Amen.
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ADVENT

Advent with Children - Join our parish for
Advent with Children. This will help you slow
down and focus on what matters most during the
busy holiday season. Each day of Advent, dedicate
5-10 minutes to prayer, meditation and some
activities.

Every Sunday children will receive an activity
material based on Sunday’s Gospel to get involved
in spiritual preparation for Christmas. Children
who join this program and attend Mass during this
Advent Season will receive, on the Fourth Sunday
of Advent - a special gift — little Baby Jesus and a
Christmas bookmark. Do not miss your chance
to get your gift and get ready for Christmas!

Advent Resource for Families — The Offices for
Liturgy, Youth Ministry and Evangelization
and Catechesis are happy to provide a resource
for families to encourage prayer and celebration
in the home during the Advent Season. For
suggestions, videos and a simple prayer to be
prayed around the wreath each Sunday of
Advent, please visit the diocese website:
https://hamiltondiocese.com/advent2021/

43R° ADVENT NOVENA 2021

ST. AGNES CATHOLIC CHURCH
75 Bluevale Street North, Waterloo
519-885-4480

In keeping with the tradition that has been celebrated for
many years (though the time of day has changed)

please join fellow K-W friends at St. Agnes Parish, beginning
Friday, December 3™ at 7 pm.

Please note Mass times for the rest of the week:
Saturday 9 am

Sunday — your own parish or 9 am or 11 am at St. Agnes
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday: 9:00 am

Thursday, Friday: 7:00 pm

Saturday: 9:00 am

Please invite a friend to join you in preparing for the beautiful
season of CHRISTMAS 2021.
Help us spread the word!

If you, or someone you know, could assist in music ministry,
please contact: Marg Weber at 519-747-5937
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