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We come today to the end of the Christmas season. We are brought
to the banks of the River Jordan (Luke 3:15-16,21-22) somewhere
north of Jerusalem where John the Baptist, a cousin of Jesus, is
living out in the desert. In the Eastern Church this feast is called
Theophany because at the baptism of Christ in the River Jordan, God
appeared in three persons. The baptism of John was a sort of
sacramental preparatory for the Baptism of Christ. At Christ's
baptism the Holy Spirit descended upon Him; at our Baptism the
Trinity took its abode in our soul. At His baptism Christ was
proclaimed the "Beloved Son" of the Father; at our Baptism we
become the adopted sons of God. At Christ's baptism the heavens
were opened; at our Baptism heaven was opened to us.

Why baptise Jesus?

We might ask ourselves: Why did Jesus need to be baptised? Most
of those coming to John the Baptist were repentant sinners. Our
baptism, too, is partly to rescue us from the power of sin by being
bathed in the redemptive love of Christ. There are two answers we
can give to this question:

a. By being baptised in the River Jordan with all those self-
proclaimed sinners, Jesus shows His total solidarity with us.
“The Word was made flesh and lived among us,” says John’s
gospel.

b. Secondly, something different is happening here beyond an
ordinary baptism. It was at this moment that the Spirit of God
in the visible form of a dove comes down on Jesus. A voice
of the Father, says, “You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour
rests on you.” It is clearly a form of “missioning” for Jesus.
We could call it His ‘Pentecost’ experience. It is a clear
endorsement from His Father for the work that Jesus is about
to begin.

Reflecting on our own baptism: today we have an opportunity to
reflect on our own baptism. It is not something which happened a
long time ago and which “made” us Catholics. It is not just a
ceremony lasting a few minutes which produces magical effects; it is
the beginning of a lifelong journey. It is the beginning of a process
of growing into the Body of Christ as its members. So let us today
renew our faith in and our commitment to follow Jesus.
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January 10 — Rev. Francisco Cruz
January 11 — Rev. Brian Quigley, M.C.C.J.
January 12 — Sisters of St. John the Baptist
(C.s.J.B)
January 13 — Rev. Mussie A. Keflezghi,
M.C.C.J.
January 14 — Rev. Stephen Murrin
January 15 — Rev. Toby Collins, C.R.
January 16 — Second Sunday in Ordinary
Time

Vocations

“The tree that is beside the running water is fresher

and gives more fruit.”
St. Teresa of Avila
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As John the Baptist introduced the people of his
time to Jesus a voice from heaven said, “You are
my Son, the Beloved, with you I am well
pleased.” Perhaps God is calling you to do the
same in our time as a priest, deacon or religious.
If He is, contact Bishop Wayne Lobsinger,
Director of Vocations and Priestly
Formation, Diocese of Hamilton.
(905-528-7988)

vocations@hamiltondiocese.com
https://hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/

Prayer for the Perseverance of
Vocations

O God, You have constituted Your only-
begotten Son supreme and eternal Priest
for the glory of Your majesty and the
salvation of mankind: grant that those
whom He has chosen ministers and
dispensers of His mysteries may be found
faithful in fulfilling the ministry they have
received. Amen.
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Mass Intentions
January 10, 2022 — January 16, 2022

Tuesday, January 11, 2022 — 7:00 p.m.
No Mass

Wednesday, January 12, 2022 — 8:30 a.m.
Memorial of Saint Marguerite Bourgeoys
No Mass

Thursday, January 13, 2022 — 8:30 a.m.
No Mass

Friday, January 14, 2022 — 8:30 a.m.
No Mass

Saturday, January 15, 2022 —

9:00 a.m. — No Mass

5:00 p.m. — + Howie Kavelman — Pat & Dan
Weiler & Family

Sunday, January 16, 2022 — 10:00 a.m. —
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time — Year C —
Parishioners of St. Teresa Parish
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Christmas Thank Youl!

I would like to take this opportunity to express my words of
thanks to all those who sent Christmas cards and showed in
many different ways their kindness and support by sharing their
Christmas gifts. | must say that some of the messages | received
were so encouraging and sincere that they deeply touched my
heart.

Thank you so much for your prayers, kindness and support.
May the good Lord bless you with the wisdom of the Wise
Men, the fervent faith of the shepherds and true love of the
Holy Family.

Christmas Celebrations Thank You!

As we come to the end of the Christmas Season, | would
like to express words of thanks to all those who helped
prepare the church for the Christmas celebrations and
those who assisted at the liturgies.

Thank you to the Lectors, Ushers, Altar Servers,
Musicians and Choir, those who decorated the church and
set up the Christmas Crib and those who put up the lights
outside the church.

Thank you also to our Facilities Manager and Parish
Secretary, who made themselves available beyond
their scheduled time; and to Bill Zister, a special thank
you for giving so generously of his time to assist with
the snow removal.

Your dedication and support are exceptional. May
God reward you abundantly with countless graces.
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