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Fourth Sunday of Lent

In today’s Gospel (Luke 15:11-32), we have one of the most graphic
descriptions of Jesus’ — and therefore of God’s — thinking. Jesus
answers the Pharisees by telling three parables, only one of which is
given in today’s Gospel. The first parable is about a shepherd who has
lost one of his sheep. He goes to extraordinary lengths, even leaving
all the other sheep, to find that single one that has gone astray. That is
a picture of God and the sinner. The second parable is about a poor
woman who loses a coin. It may be only one coin but it means a lot to
her. She turns her house upside down till she finds it and when she
does, she joyfully tells all her neighbours. But the most striking story
is the third parable. We normally call it the “Prodigal Son” but, in fact,
the emphasis is less on the son than on the father, who clearly
represents God and Jesus.

There is no force involved. The police are not sent out. Servants are
not instructed to haul him back. No, the father waits. It is up to the son
himself to make the crucial decision: does he want to be with his father
or not?

“Father, | have sinned against heaven and before

you; | am no longer worthy to be called your son;
treat me like one of your hired hands.” Lk 15: 18-19

Eventually he “came to his senses”, that is, he realised the wrongness
of what he had done. The father, for his part, filled with compassion
for his son’s experiences, runs out to meet him, embraces him and
brushes aside the carefully prepared speech the son had got ready.
God is not interested in the past but only in the present. | am
judged not by what | have done or not done earlier. Nor need | be
anxious how | will behave in the future. | am judged by my
relationship with God here and now.

Lenten Spiritual Exercises
We invite you to pray during this holy season for a special grace that
would help you to improve your life. You may write your intention
and place it into the basket that is in front of the painting of the
crucified Jesus. This image reminds us of the enourmous Love that
God wants to bestow upon each of us. We will pray for all these
intentions, with our entire community, every Sunday.

“Let nothing disturb you, let nothing frighten you, all things are
passing away: God never changes. Patience obtains all things.
Whoever has God lacks nothing; God alone suffices.”
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Diocese of Hamilton
Prayer Calendar

March 28 — Rev. William Trusz

March 29 — Rev. David Reitzel

March 30 — Sisters of St. Joseph of Canada
(C.s.J)

March 31 — Rev. Ross Campbell

April 1 — Rev. Peter Robinson

April 2 — Rev. David Reilander

April 3 — Fifth Sunday of Lent

Vocations

Fourth Sunday of Lent
March 27, 2022

Like the forgiving father of Luke's Gospel,
God welcomes us home in spite of our
sinfulness, and calls us to a life of holiness.
Where are you at home? Are you being
called to a life as an ordained or a
consecrated person? If God is calling you to
be a priest, religious or deacon, contact
Bishop Wayne Lobsinger, Director of
Vocations and Priestly Formation, Diocese
of Hamilton, (905-528-7988)
vocations@hamiltondiocese.com
https://hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/

Serra Prayer for the Perseverance
of Vocations

O God, You have constituted Your only-
begotten Son supreme and eternal Priest for
the glory of Your majesty and the salvation
of mankind. Grant that those whom He has
chosen ministers and dispensers of His
mysteries may be found faithful in fulfilling
the ministry they have received. Amen.

Prayer for Vocations

God, the source of creation and love, You
invite each of us to serve You through the
life which is Your gift. May Your grace
encourage men and women to heights of
holiness through service to the Church as
priests, sisters, brothers and lay ministers.
Make me an instrument to encourage others
to give themselves and challenge me to do
the same. Amen.
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Mass Intentions
March 28, 2022 — April 3, 2022

Tuesday, March 29, 2022 — 7:00 p.m.
Intentions of Ken Skinner — Anniyah Milligan

Wednesday, March 30, 2022 — 8:30 a.m.
+ Frank & + Rose Lehmann — Lehmann
Family

Thursday, March 31, 2022 — 8:30 a.m.
+ Mila Navaleza — Marilyn, Clara &
Bernadette

Friday, April 1, 2022 — 8:30 a.m.
+ Mila Navaleza — Navaleza Family
7:35 p.m. — Stations of the Cross

Saturday, April 2, 2022 —

9:00 a.m. — Intentions of Ron & Alice Paleczny
& Family — The Mosers

5:00 p.m. — + Maria Forthuber — Helene
Meier

Sunday, March April 3, 2022 — 10:00 a.m. —
Fifth Sunday of Lent —Year C — Parishioners
of St. Teresa Parish
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KNIGHTS ¢« FUNKEN
OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL#1504

BECOME A KNIGHT OF COLUMBUS

Our goal is to help men, their families and their parishes grow
closer to Christ. Through our programs and resources, we provide
opportunities to live and spread the Catholic faith.

Membership Benefits include:

+ Columbia Magazine + Accidental death Coverage
Members will receive the print edition Eligible members and their spouses will
of our monthly magazine, as well as any ~ be automatically enrolled in the Order’s
special fraternal publications produced accidental death coverage at no cost.
throughout the year.

KofC’s Insurance Program Programs and Events

Members are eligible to purchase our Members will be eligible to participate
in or attend local, regional, and national
charitable and fraternal events.

life insurance, long-term care insur-
ance, disability income insurance, and
retirement products.

Contact Council #1504

Kitchener Knights of Columbus
Father Funcken Council #1504

797 Guelph Street
k VY, Kitchener, ON N2H 5Z2
y

3 Phone: 519-893-1504
\q~* Email: grandknight@kofc1504.com -
p Website: https://kofc1504.org/ https:/fkofec.org/joinus
A5
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Fourth Sunday of Lent

“His son-said to him,

‘Father, I have sinned against

heaven and against you;
I no longer deserve to be
called your son.”

LUKE 15:21

FOURTI—[‘ ' DAY OF

LENT
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4
demonstrates his
own love for us in
this: While we
were still sinners,

Christ died for us.

Romans 5:8

>
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The Fourth Sunday of Lent
is called Laetare Sunday, from
the first words of the Introit

4 Like Gaudete Sunday midway
through Advent, Laetare
reminds us of the event we
b . look forward to at the end of
the penitential season and the joy in anticipation
of the Resurrection. The vestments for this day will
be rose, as they are on Gaudete Sunday in Advent.

n facebook.com/catholicsknowtheanswerofficialpage

a commitment

grown dull,
perhaps,
by a life
more marked
by routine than
by reflection.

-Joan Chittister




