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Fifth Sunday of Lent

Fifth Sunday of Lent

The Scripture of today’s Mass speaks of how God is always
compassionate to His people. In today’s Gospel (John 8.1-11), when
we see Jesus with the sinful woman, we are also seeing God. Jesus
can be called the Sacrament of God among us. We might say there are
two kinds of sinners in today’s Gospel passage. First, there is the
woman who was caught in the act of adultery, a very serious matter.
But in this story, the Scribes and Pharisees are also sinners. Not in
their own eyes, of course, but in the eyes of Jesus and His Gospel,
they are totally lacking in the compassion that God displays and which
He expects His followers to have: “Be merciful as your Father in
heaven is merciful.”

The woman in this story is not just an isolated sinner. She represents
all of us. She represents every person who has sinned. She represents
you and me. And the Scribes and Pharisees, who were sinners too. We
sin in both ways: when we hurt others by indulging our desires at their
expense and when we hurt others by setting ourselves up as superior
and better than they.

Now let us look at Jesus in this scene. He does not deny the woman’s
sin. The woman has been dragged before Jesus as a pawn in a game.
The game is one of entrapment. “Moses ordered us in the Law to
condemn women like this to death by stoning. What have you to
say?” Jesus at first ignores their question, which reveals how far they
are from understanding what He has been teaching and doing. He
bends down and writes with His finger on the sandy ground. There
has been much speculation about what He might have been writing
but it seems to be a way of refusing to walk into their all too obvious
trap. When they persist, He says: “If there is one of you who has not
sinned, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.” (J 8: 7) To their
credit, not one of them took up the challenge. One by one, beginning
from the most senior, they slipped quietly out of His sight. This is the
first teaching of today’s Gospel: only one without sin can sit in
judgement on another person. To put it more colloquially: people in
glass houses cannot throw stones. Yet, do we not do this all the time.

Lenten Spiritual Exercises

We invite you to pray during this holy season for a special grace that
would help you to improve your life. You may write your intention
and place it into the basket that is in front of the painting of the
crucified Jesus. This image reminds us of the enourmous Love that
God wants to bestow upon each of us. We will pray for all these
intentions, with our entire community, every Sunday.

“Be gentle to all and stern with yourself.”

St. Teresa of Avila

April 3, 2022

Diocese of Hamilton
Prayer Calendar

April 4 — Rev. Franjo Sprajc

April 5 — Rev. Leszek Szczygiel

April 6 — Oblates of Mary Immaculate
(O.M.1)

April 7 — Rev. Tom Moisan

April 8 — Rev. David Weise

April 9 — Rev. Pablito Labado

April 10 — Palm Sunday of the Passion of

the Lord

Vocations

Fifth Sunday of Lent
April 3, 2022

What am | racing after in my life?
Fame? Fortune? A life in Jesus? What is
the prize | seek at the finish-line? If God
is calling you to be a priest, religious or
deacon, contact Bishop Wayne Lobsinger,
Director of Vocations and Priestly
Formation, Diocese of Hamilton,
(905-528-7988)
vocations@hamiltondiocese.com
https://hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/

Serra Prayer for the Perseverance
of Vocations

O God, You have constituted Your only-
begotten Son supreme and eternal Priest for
the glory of Your majesty and the salvation
of mankind. Grant that those whom He has
chosen ministers and dispensers of His
mysteries may be found faithful in fulfilling
the ministry they have received. Amen.

Prayer for Vocations

God, the source of creation and love, You
invite each of us to serve You through the
life which is Your gift. May Your grace
encourage men and women to heights of
holiness through service to the Church as
priests, sisters, brothers and lay ministers.
Make me an instrument to encourage others
to give themselves and challenge me to do
the same. Amen.
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Mass Intentions
April 4, 2022 — April 10, 2022

Tuesday, April 5, 2022 — 7:00 p.m.
Group Mass Intentions
+ Wilbert Phillippi — Bob & Irene Schmidt

Wednesday, April 6, 2022 — 8:30 a.m.
+ Frank & + Rose Lehmann — Lehmann
Family

Thursday, April 7, 2022 — 8:30 a.m.
Intentions of Helen Bastian — Zister Family

Friday, April 8, 2022 — 8:30 a.m.

+ Mila Navaleza — Marilyn, Clara &
Bernadette

7:00 p.m. — Stations of the Cross

Saturday, April 9, 2022 —

9:00 a.m. — Intentions of Ken & Betty — Ann
Snyder & Family

5:00 p.m. — + Laurretta Bauer — Angela
Straus & Family

Sunday, April 10, 2022 — 10:00 a.m. —
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord —
Year C — Parishioners of St. Teresa Parish
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Join online
® before June 30, sing our
special offer - EY2020"
LEARN MORE

https:/kofc.org/joinus

PRAY FOR|PEACE
IN UKRAINE

All Are W,e!,c-'Ome,.,'
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LENT & EASTER

LENT BEGINS

ASH w E DN ESDAY Easteris an 8 day celebration leading to

: : Easter Season, which ends on Pentecost.
Emphasizes our mortality and our

need for ongoing repentance.

PALM SUNDAY

Commemorates Jesus’ triumphal
entry into the city of Jerusalem.

HOLY THURSDAY

Celebrates the Last Supper with the
disciples and Passover.

GOOD FRIDAY

We remember the Passion and Jesus’
sacrifice for us on the cross.

HE HAS RISEN!

EASTER SUNDAY

Alleluia! The principal feast of the
ecclesiastical year. Jesus has risen!




