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On this, the first Sunday after the celebration of Easter, the emphasis
is on faith in the presence and power of the living Jesus in our midst.
This Risen Jesus now lives on in the community which believes in
Him. It is endowed with the same powers that Jesus had during His
life here on earth. “So many signs and wonders were worked
among the people at the hands of the apostles that the sick were
even taken out into the streets and laid on beds and sleeping mats
in the hope that at least the shadow of Peter might fall across some
of them as he went past.”

The Gospel, brings us back to an earlier stage when the disciples have
not yet come to the full realization that Jesus, whom they saw
crucified, dead and buried, is now alive, that He is risen. He breathed
on them, saying: “Receive the Holy Spirit.” The very empowering
authority of Jesus is transferred to them: “Whose sins you shall
forgive... whose sins you shall retain...” When they act together in
the name of Jesus, they have His authority. And, above all, their task
is to “forgive sin”, that is, to bring about a deep reconciliation between
people and God and among people themselves, to make all one in
Him.

But the story is not yet finished. Thomas, “one of the Twelve,” was
not there on that Easter Sunday. He stands for the sceptic in all of us.
“Unless I see with my own eyes ... I will not believe.” The following
Sunday — the Sunday we are celebrating today, Thomas is directly
addressed.

“Put your finger here; look at my hands.
@ut your hand in my side.
Don’t doubt any longer but believe.”

There follows the greatest confession of faith in all of the gospels:
“My Lord and my God!” Thomas had been invited to touch the
wounds but he does not seem to have done so. And his cry of
recognition is not based only on the evidence of his senses. He does
not say, “Jesus, it’s you!” but “My Lord and my God!”

"Christ has no body now, but yours. No hands, no feet on
earth, but yours. Yours are the eyes through which Christ
looks compassion into the world."
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Diocese of Hamilton
Prayer Calendar

April 25 — Rev. Patrick McKelvie, C.R.
April 26 — Rev. David Mowat, C.R.
April 27 — Sisters of Charity of St.
Vincent de Paul of Zagreb (S.0.C.)
April 28 — + Rev. Peter Pigott. C.R.
April 29 — Rev. Harry Reitzel, C.R.
April 30 — Rev. Raymond Reitzel, C.R.
May 1 -

Vocations

Second Sunday of Easter
April 24, 2022

Thomas believed because he saw Jesus.
What will it take for you to respond to
God's Call to priesthood, diaconate, or
consecrated life? If God is calling you,
contact Bishop Wayne Lobsinger, Director
of Vocations and Priestly Formation,
Diocese of Hamilton,
(905-528-7988)
vocations@hamiltondiocese.com
https://hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/

Serra Prayer for the Perseverance
of Vocations

O God, You have constituted Your only-
begotten Son supreme and eternal Priest for
the glory of Your majesty and the salvation
of mankind. Grant that those whom He has
chosen ministers and dispensers of His
mysteries may be found faithful in fulfilling
the ministry they have received. Amen.

Prayer for Vocations

God, the source of creation and love, You
invite each of us to serve You through the
life which is Your gift. May Your grace
encourage men and women to heights of
holiness through service to the Church as
priests, sisters, brothers and lay ministers.
Make me an instrument to encourage others
to give themselves and challenge me to do
the same. Amen.
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Baptism

This Sunday, through the Sacrament of Baptism,
we welcome:
Sienna Rose Royall
daughter of
Korey Vieira and Michelle Taschner

Mass Intentions
April 25, 2022 — May 1, 2022

Tuesday, April 26, 2022 — 7:00 p.m.
+ Frank and + Rose Lehmann — Lehmann Family

Wednesday, April 27, 2022 — 8:30 a.m.
+ Delmar Ferreira — Citelia Ferreira

Thursday, April 28, 2022 — 8:30 a.m.
Deceased Members of Paleczny Family

Friday, April 29, 2022 — 8:30 a.m.

Memorial of St. Catherine of Siena, Virgin and
Doctor of the Church

+ Odessa Barrett — William Barrett

Saturday, April 30, 2022 —

9:00 a.m. — + Mila Navaleza — Marilyn, Clara &
Bernadette

5:00 p.m. — + Lauretta Bauer — Pat & Dan Weiler

Sunday, May 1, 2022 — 10:00 a.m. —
Third Sunday of Easter —Year C — Parishioners of
St. Teresa Parish



https://readings.livingwithchrist.ca/
https://zoom.us/j/5887658626

| DIOCESE or HAMILTON



mailto:stteresacwl@gmail.com
https://amorislaetitia.hamiltondiocese.com/
mailto:thartnett@hamiltondiocese.com

TORONTO
@MARCH FORLIFE
2022 Toronto March for Life

Friday, May 13, 2022
Queen's Park

Schedule
11:30am - Gathering
12:00pm - Rally and Speeches
1:30pm - March through downtown Toronto
3:00pm - Closing Remarks and send off
3:30pm - End

KW Right to Life . ¢raver

by Great Canadian bus line from

Fairview Park Mall 5060 kingsway or. Kit.

parking lot opposite Walmart, near

Fairway Road.

Departure time 9am.

Return home by 6pm.

Bus Seat cost is $25.

Students ride free.

Reserve bus seat(s)now. o
Call 519.746.5433 or 8
email jane@kwrtl.ca _@F
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Sister Faustina was a young, uneducated nun in
a convent of the Congregation of the Sisters of
- Our Lady of Mercy in Poland, during
- the 1930s. She came from a poor family that
- struggled during the years of World War I. She
had only three years of simple education, so hers
were the humblest tasks in the convent, usually
in the kitchen or garden. However, she received
extraordinary revelations — or messages —
from our Lord Jesus. Jesus asked Sr. Faustina
to record these experiences, which she compiled
. into notebooks. These notebooks are known
today as the Diary of Saint Maria Faustina
- Kowalska, and the words contained within are
- God's loving message of Divine Mercy.

Though the Divine Mercy message is not new
to the teachings of the  Church,
Sr. Faustina's Diary sparked a great movement,
and a strong and significant focus on the mercy
of Christ. Saint John Paulll canonized
Sr. Faustina in 2000 making her the "first saint
of the new millennium." Speaking of
Sr. Faustina and the importance of the message
contained in her Diary, the Pope called her ""the
great apostle of Divine Mercy in our time."

Sister Faustina was born on August 25, 1905 in Glogowiec, Poland to a poor and religious family of
peasants, the third of 10 children. She was baptized with the name Helena in the parish church of
Swinice Warckie. From a very tender age she stood out because of her love of prayer, work, obedience,
and also her sensitivity to the poor. At the age of seven she had already felt the first stirrings of a
religious vocation. Helen made her first Holy Communion at the age of nine, which was a very
profound moment in her awareness of the presence of the Divine Guest within her soul. She attended
school for three years. After finishing school, she wanted to enter the convent, but her parents would
not give her permission. Being of age at 16, Helen left home and went to work as a housekeeper in
Aleksandréw, Lodi, and Ostréwek in order to find a means of supporting herself and of helping her
parents.

Helen joins Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy

Helen never lost her desire for a religious vocation. After being called during a vision of the Suffering
Christ, she entered the Congregation of the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy on August 1, 1925, and took
the name Sr. Maria Faustina of the Most Blessed Sacrament. She lived in the Congregation for thirteen
years in several religious houses. She spent time at Krakow, Plock and Vilnius, where she worked as
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a cook, gardener and porter. Externally, nothing revealed her rich mystical interior life. She zealously
performed her tasks and faithfully observed the rule of religious life. She was recollected and at the
same time very natural, serene, and full of kindness.

Although her life was apparently insignificant,
monotonous and dull, she hid within herself an
extraordinary union with God. It is the mystery of the
Mercy of God which she contemplated in the word of
God as well as in the everyday activities of her life, that
forms the basis of her spirituality. The process of
contemplating and getting to know the mystery of God's
mercy helped develop within Sr. Maria Faustina the
attitude of child-like trust in God as well as mercy
toward her neighbors.

Sister Faustina was a faithful daughter of the Church,
which she loved like a Mother, and the Mystical Body of
Jesus Christ. Conscious of her role in the Church, she
cooperated with God's mercy in the task of saving lost
souls. At the specific request of and following the
example of the Lord Jesus, she made a sacrifice of her
own life for this very goal. In her spiritual life she also
distinguished herself with a love of the Eucharist and a
deep devotion to the Mother of Mercy.

The Secretary of God's Mercy

The Lord Jesus chose Sr. Maria Faustina as the Apostle
and "Secretary" of His Mercy, so that she could tell the
world about His great message, which Sr. Faustina
recorded in a diary she titled "Divine Mercy in My
Soul". In the Old Covenant, He said to her: "I sent
prophets wielding thunderbolts to My people. Today
I am sending you with My mercy to the people of the
whole world. I do not want to punish aching mankind,
but I desire to heal it, pressing it to My Merciful
Heart." (Diary, 1588)

JEZU, UFAM TOBIE

In an extraordinary way, Sr. Maria Faustina's work sheds light on the mystery of the Divine Mercy.
It delights not only the simple and uneducated person, but also scholars who look upon it as an
additional source of theological research. Sister Maria Faustina, consumed by tuberculosis and by
innumerable sufferings which she accepted as a voluntary sacrifice for sinners, died in Krakow at the
age of just 33 on October 5, 1938, with a reputation for spiritual maturity and a mystical union with
God. The reputation of the holiness of her life grew, as did the cult to the Divine Mercy and the graces
obtained from God through her intercession. In the years 1965-67, the Investigative Process into her
life and heroic virtues was undertaken in Krakow and in the year 1968, the Beatification Process was
initiated in Rome. The latter came to an end in December 1992. On April 18, 1993 our Holy Father,
John Paul II, raised St. Faustina to the glory of the altar. She was canonized on April 30, 2000.
St. Maria Faustina's remains rest at the Sanctuary of the Divine Mercy in Krakow-Lagiewniki.



