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Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

We are presented in today’s Gospel (Luke 15:1-32) with an
overwhelming picture of God. It is a picture that we could never have
guessed at ourselves and, in spite of Jesus’ words, it is a picture that
many of us still find difficult to accept, in its fullness.

In the Gospel we are given a threefold picture of how God looks on
the sinful person and on a sinful people. The three stories hammer
home the same theme: God will go to any length to bring the sinner
back to a loving relationship with Himself. There is the story of the
sheep, perhaps a rebellious maverick, which has wandered far from
the flock. The shepherd does not rest till he has found it and brought
it back. There is no punishment but rather an invitation to the
neighbours to join in celebrating the reunion.

‘Rejoice with me, for I have found
my sheep that was lost.’

There is the woman, presumably poor, who loses a coin she can ill
afford to be without. Again, the emphasis is on the joy shared with the
neighbours on finding what had been lost. This is a picture of love and
forgiveness we might find difficult to imitate. Imagine if one of your
family were to squander all the family wealth in such a way, say, by
reckless gambling or indulging in drugs. What kind of a welcome
could he expect on his return? At the same time, all that we say about
the way God receives us back must clearly be carried out in our
relationships with other people. “Forgive us our sins,” we pray
constantly in the Lord’s Prayer, “in the same way we forgive those
who sin against us.”

The loving father is at the center of this parable (the prodigal son).
Even though his son runs off with his father's inheritance and
sgquanders the money, the father waits for him, hoping for his return.
Upon his son's return, the father, “full of compassion,” runs out to
embrace and forgive him before the son can utter one word of
repentance. At this point the rejoicing begins. The parable does not
end there. Rather, it makes one more point about the older son's
reaction. This son who never left, just like the Pharisees and scribes
who feel they are righteous, refuses to enter his father's house to join
in the rejoicing. The father's response teaches us that God's care and
compassion extend to the righteous and sinner alike. When we are
lost, God doesn't wait for our return. He actively seeks us out. And
when the lost are found, how could we not celebrate and rejoice?

September 11, 2022

Diocese of Hamilton
Prayer Calendar

September 12 — Rev. Jarek Pachocki, O.M.1.
September 13 — Rev. Hanh Van Tran, O.M.L
September 14 — Salesians of St. Don Bosco
(S.D.B)

September 15 — Rev. Adam Voisin
September 16 — Rev. David Wilhelm
September 17 — Rev. Jeffery Oehring
September 18 — Twenty-fifth Sunday in

Ordinary Time

Vocations

“It is by humility that the Lord allows Himself to be conquered, so
that He will do all we ask Him”.

St. Teresa of Avila

24" Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 11, 2022
God is the Father with the open arms. Who
will preach this Good News of
reconciliation? Consider service as a priest,
deacon, brother or sister. If God is calling
you to be a priest, religious or deacon,
contact:

Bishop Wayne Lobsinger, Director of
Vocations and Priestly Formation, Diocese
of Hamilton,

(905-528-7988)
vocations@hamiltondiocese.com
https://hamiltondiocese.com/vocations/
or
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate
Vocation Office
71 Indian Trail, Toronto, ON M6R 2A1

vocations@omiap.org

Serra Prayer for VVocations

O God, Who wills not the death of a sinner,
but rather that he be converted and live,
grant we beseech You, through the
intercession of the Blessed Mary ever
Virgin, Saint Joseph her spouse, Saint
Junipero Serra, and all the saints, an
increase of labourers for Your Church,
fellow labourers with Christ to spend and
consume themselves for souls, through the
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and
reigns with You in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, One God forever and ever. Amen.
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Mass Intentions
September 12, 2022 — September 18, 2022

Tuesday, September 13, 2022 — 7:00 p.m.
Memorial of Saint John Chrysostom, Bishop and
Doctor of the Church

Living and deceased members of the CWL -
CWL

Wednesday, September 14, 2022 — 8:30 a.m.
Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
+ Frank & + Rose Lehmann — Lehmann Family

Thursday, September 15, 2022 — 8:30 a.m.
Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows

Intentions of Jae Hoon Yoo — Birthday Blessings
- Mom

Friday, September 16, 2022 — 8:30 a.m.
Memorial of Saints Cornelius, Pope; and Cyprian,
Bishop; Martyrs

+ Delmar Ferreira — Citelia Ferreira

Saturday, September 17, 2022 —
9:00 a.m. + Mary Helen Stroeder — Roger & Rita

Boudreau
5:00 p.m. — + Ludwig Ceh — Theresa Ceh &
Family

Sunday, September 18, 2022 — 10:00 a.m. —
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time —Year C —
Parishioners of St. Teresa Parish
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We mourn the loss of over 4 million children aborted in
Canada since 1970
Sunday October 2nd, 2022 2-3pm

In front of Kitchener City hall
200 King Street W.
Hold a Sign in Silent Prayer

We remember the millions of lives lost to abortion and the
effects on their parents, families and the nation

Call KW Right to Life 519.746.LIFE(5433) or kwrtl@golden.net

Unborn babies are Human Beings in Need of Protection
Join US to help Effect Change
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QUALLTY o INCLUSIVE « FAITH-BASED ¢ EDUCATION
We are currently accepting applications for the
following opportunities:

e Occasional Teachers
Please visit our website for job details and
application criteria: www.wcdsb.ca
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